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IT is a fine temark of Lord Bdcon^ 
that, ^<As ^ines, which, at firft 
*« preffing, 'tun giently, jrield a mor^ 
^* pleafant taft? thau thofe, where the 
*< wine-preis is hard wrought, becauie 
<* thofe rpmevpliat j-eliih of the ftoac 
'<* and skirt' of the grape ; fo thofe ob^ 
*** fenrations are moft wholefbme And 

• • • * 

'^* iwcet, which flow Jfrom Scriptures 
** gently exprefjed, and naturally ex- 
** pounded, and af e not wrefted or 
** drawn aiide to <;dmmon places, or 
** controvcrfies." 
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ii PREFACE. 

Observations of this kind mar 
certainly be made, to great advantage, 
on hiftorkal portions of Scripture more 
efpecially ; fince, as the fame incom~ 
pai'able author tells us el(ewhcre, 
*<*Knowlege drawn freflily, and as it 
" were in our view, out of particulars, 
" knows the way beft to particulars 
<< agaiur: and it hath much greater life 
" for pradice,. when the difcourfe at- 
*^ tends upon tKc exan^ple, than whoa 
'<< the example attends upon the difr 
'" co'urfe ; as Machiavel handled miatr 
" ters of policy and government,; .by 
'" difcourfesr of hiftory and esampl^ 
,« taken from Livy^ The dodrines 
and duties of Chriftianity gre, in like 
manner, beft deduced from the i^^ 
on which it is founded. The narratiott 
furniflieth both matter and method for 

• ■ t . ' 

the' difcourfe, which is heard w^th 
pleafure, and remembered with eafe. 
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HiST^oRY and biography are fre- 
quently employed in the fervice of er- 
ror and vice. They may operate as ef- 
fedtually in the recommendation of 
truth and virtue. Example fhews truthr 
as it vjrere embodied ; - and while it 
difplays the excellency of virtue, de 
monflrates its practicability. The con- 
templation of faith, as it difcovereth 
itfelf in the lives of. patri^chs and 
prophets, apoilles and faints, inclineth 
us to believe as they did ; and the fight' 
<rf frail mortals, like ourfelves, who, 
by the divine afliftance, furmount^d 
£m obflru(9:ions, and continued to walk 
in the paths, of righteoufnefs, naturally 
fiiggefteth^ to every beholder, the 
queAion — - What fhould hinder me 
fi-om doing the fame ? 

Opportunities for fuch exercifes 
are continually afforded by the return 
of thbfe days, whereon we commemo- 

b 2 rate 
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h PRE P4C.E, 

r^te the heroic piety of an^if at. f@:>r- 

thies^ diflinguiihed m the ^imuiU !«f 

religion ^ whoie dory p^eij^htetli ut 

with occurrences) not, Hk^; thoie tt-i 

kted in fecukr; hiftories) of .tile onl^ 

to politician; and gendral^, ■ but tini^ 

veifally intereiling i iafti^u^ing us ih 

the art of governing th© little king^ 

^m within ; c^ atchieving ttht gttatu 

ei^ conquefts, and gaining the xnoSt 

glorious vidories ; ^nce ^* Better Is hq 

^ that ruleth liis fpirit, thab he tjuufr 

" takcth a city ;** teac^hifig us how t» 

live the life, and die t^e d<cath of the 

righteous; a twofold t^, which drer^r 

man hath upon his hands, and in the 

performance of which he cannot foii, 

but at the haziard <>f Something more 

valuable than crowns and fceptres. 

/' ' ■ • . . . .^ 

The author of the fdlk)wing Gami 
Jiderations was diie^ed, in the chdce 
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oTHu^ful^eft) 1^. the: circttmftance& of 
htt fiiiu^tion, fooBe parts of them iumog^ 
been defivefied . from the pulpit, as.'oc*^. 
<i9&oQ, called for them, iii the chapel 
of St» Marjf Magdokn Ck^ge, uponr 
the anniverfary of the nativity ofStv 
ytbff the Baptift, before a learned and 
ilH>ft refpeidabk audience. The fa^ 
voiirable manner^ in Which they ^rb 
then heard) hath encour^d him to 
liBvile, enlarge, dnd digeft them ihta 
their prefent fisrm. The reader hatk 
n6w before him a compkat hiftory oiB 
the Bapttft> extracted from the Evan^ 
gelifis,' and m^odizcd according to 
ihA order of time, in ^i4iich the evehtt- 
a^ipear to have happened, with fuch 
obfervaticms and reflc^ons as the ieve- 
ral parts of it feemed to fuggeft, for the 
confirmation of faith, and the advance^ 
ment of holinefs. 
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An attentive perufal of ifie fiibfe- 
quent pages may)' it is hoped, be of 
fcrvicc -to the younger -ftudehtsi in 
theology, . widi a view to whom^ and 
to tfaofe more particularly of the So- 
ciety, • whofe welfare and profperity 
the author is abound by every tie to 
confult and promote, as they were at 
firft compofed, fo they are now pub- 
Hfhed ; that, beholding the glories 
which difplay themfelves in the exalted 
charader here offered • to their infpcc7 
tion, they may be 'fired with a noble 
ambition to bear their teftimony to the 
bcft of mailers, and, from a well fpent. 
retirement, come forth bright examples 
of temperance and purity, zieal and 
knowlcge, integrity and conftancy, to 
preach Repentance, and proclaim Sal- 
vation. 
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SECTION. I. 

C'ofifider.aiions ^ri the nativity of St. John, 
and the cirjoumjidnces that attended it. 

H E ligKtjs of the ihtelledual , sect, i, 
'like thctfc of the natural fyftcm, 
are not all of ec^oal magnitude 
and * iiiftre. In the church, as in the 
firmament, ^' one ftar d|Br<;ret;h from 
' A M ano- 







Confiderations on the Life and Death 

Sbct^L « another ftar in glory/* Each contri- 
buteth it's (hare towards diiCpating the 
darknefs with which we are furrounded ; 
but fome, by their fupcrior iplendor^ 
immediately attrad: and dazzle the eye 
pf the beholder. Confpicuous, above 
others, is the charadler of St. John the 
Baptift, that bright precurfor of the 
fun, and harbinger of the morning, who 
arofe to give notice of Mefliah's approach, 
and to prepare the world for his recep- 
tion : burning, and fhining, he ran his 
courfe, proclaiming to the inhabitants 
of the earth, " Repent, for the kingdom 
** of heaven is at hand/* in other words, 
** The night is far ipent, the day is at 
** hand ; cajft off therefore the works 
<< of darknefs, and put on the armour 
** of light *. Awake, thou that fleep- 
** efty and arife frem the dead, and 
« Chrift fhall give thee light ^" 

JPraise is ever valuable in propor- 
tion to the judgment' and integrity of 
. him who beftoweth it i ' and the pane- 
gyric is truly hoi^purable^ when the- pa- 
negyrlft is one whp yfiXL not flatter, and 

» X>m. xiii. r^. • *' ♦ '.. 

* ilpncf, V, 14. 

who 



^ of St.JoKUiAe Baptist. 3 

who cannot be deceived. , How then fliall Sect. i. 
we raife our thoughts to conceive ade- 
quately of a perfon, whofe encomium 
was^ ^oken by the Soiri of God» and 
concerning whom that Son of God de- 
clared, ** Among them that are. born of 
5* women there hath not arifen a greater 
.*^ t^an John the Baptift *." After this 
declaration made by the mailer, the 
disciples cannot well be hyperbolical in 
their praises oi Zt.'John^ as the great 
patjtern ^ of repentance 5 the relation of 
Chrift ; the friend of the bridegroom ; 
the herald of the kins; imnbortal ; the 
^lory pf faints, and the joy of the world, 
,It is obfervable, that . the, jBaptift's 
.natij^ity i§ the only one (that of Chrift 
excepted) which the church has t^iought 
j)roper to celebrate. The days appointed 
for the commemoration of other faints 
are generally thpfe on which they re- 
ipedtively ceafed from their labours, and 
entered into their everlafting reft 5 the 
day of a good man's death being indeed 
the day of his birth, and this world no 
.more than the womb in which he is 
formed and matured for his admiflioa 

* Matt, xi, II. 

A 2 into 



^ Cofijideratkns on the' Lifk ^and jyiath 

Sect. 1 into a bcttcf, w&erc there isf h^fthrff 
crying nor pain, Btot the n*ti<rity df Sfc 
^ohn bcfng d'efigiied, by th* refnirkalMfe 
incidehts that accontfpaiiilfid it, to fttfii 
the eyes of men tdwirds^ 6h& viSho wasf ftf 
greater i one, the hiihct of whbfe! ffi6^ 
he confeflcd himfelf nttt ^ottfiy to* tiii-^ 
loofe ; the church keip^ i diy fecired' to 
it, and dircdrs tis to begiii cWf niedit*^ 
tions by confiderinfg, as all Ju^d iSA 
when it happened, -^^ v^Haf mzxinjit'xX 
child *'' that fhbxAi W, liWiich was fe 

• • * # » " 

wonderfttlly bom.' - ; * . . 

He whofe works are all wrought li 
number, weight, and meafarb,* bflH^ 
eth every eteftt to jiafs in it's ptoper 
feafbn. The time aj)prdatched tthich had 
beert tfefcredd ih the coiinfeis of the 
Moft High, foretpltf fcy the Prophets, 
and aifdefttly dfcfired E^ holy rtieh df 
old,, when the Son iyf Obd fhonld be 
manifefted, to tedeeni his people frdtii 
death, and to Idad thehi Iri the path of 
life. As this redewpftibn Was not to bb 
cfFeded by flefhly might and p6wef , the 
fpiritual king of XfrakI chofc to make 
Jiis appfearance, when the houfe of Da^ 

* Luke i. 66, 

vid 
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ai fdivigft, jQ^di^i^iAfii^'iAar the ptdfytdi 
oh tliMoi Wats gfedfi]^. l^#u'e indiiid 

H^^ttfUy With Miijfl ind praytiis; .^hd 
W^it«4 A$ many- dth«^^d, With^tfaf'^ 
niift «X|ieaaybfl, lci#: «&b aiMlfM^idfi df 
^«<r/; They Wet« 'lidt-difcbac^geA-l^ 
th«- grdft d^fkneifr which ttietf tbv€ttA 
t^et^th, but rather ton«^Ud£fd' //b^ 
tki4<5e> that thie d^wn o^ day ceuld hot 
bit^ ^ off ; as t'h^ Ityercids of heav«& 
^erally -Cdnie wiietf- ttaxi mdfl wifttV» 
fttidi huinanly fpSiMn^^ has leaft-gFoUftd 
to hope for them ; to' thb end «h^t' hfc 
fiiay with thankfolneAi rective &e be<- 
n6fit, aiid with hiimiUty give Qod' thfc 
glory. And this vakf be an. ufefal Ibffoh 
to thofe who (hall liv^ in the letter dayis 
of the; Gentile church, which are to 
prfecede the fecond advent of Chrift, 
whien they ivili behold the religion of 

• • Lukei. 5. 

Chriftians 



6 Confideraiions on , tke Life iand De^tb 

fbrm> AO^ their sseal. atQ4 love fmip^n at 
the fQ^uinj when tj»ily multiplying^ 
^hefe^e^, lik? the frogs in. J^^/» ^hall 
ii}feft and contamipate all things ^ when. 
infidelity ihall .rage and.fwellj and ini^ 
qviity of every kind fli^l abotind* jBight^ 
like thefe may^ qonfpund and . ilagger 
tho^ yjfho fhall theji be ignorant of the 
fcrip^ures^ and weak, in faith. , But^ftn 
ac.q)iaintan9e with the divine 4ifp$fiif%- 
tions wilt turn them in^Q f9.Qi%xiy:argu,-T 
ments for the tru,th jpf rcvel^jion, . and 
the approach of -thp- day of God, 
V When thefe thing$: begin tp cq^e to 
*^paf^; then look up, andjift yp your 
/^ hea^s, for yo^iji: redjemptipn draweth 
^^pigh * ;" then: he found, with, Simeon 
and Anna^ in the ternple, waiting for 
the confolatipn of Jfrml. ' 

W»BN we^ read <>f men >!?hp h^ve 
dope good in their g^neratipns,. and 
j(hpne ^$ lights; (n the world, cujiofiiy 
naturally lead$.us,to enquire after their 
Qonneiftions and relatitms, and efpecially 
aftpr >he happy perfons chofen to be the 
inftrijnie/its of conveying fiich bleflings 

* Luke xxi. 28. 

to 
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''vf 5/.' John the Baptist. 

to the church. The fcripturc account ^^'^f 
tX Zacharias and Elizabeth is concifc, 
but comprehenfivc. He was ** a pricft . 
*«'6f the courfe oi Abia^' fhe was '* of 
** the daughtfers of Aaron^' and ** they 
♦•were both righteous before God, 
^« walking in all the commandments 
*^ and ohlihances of the Lord, blame* 
^«Iefe'. The courfe of Abia was the 
eighth in order of the twenty four cour- 
ifes bf priefts appointed to relieve each 
bther in the fervice of the temple, 
where; during their miniftration, they 
reilded in the chambers allotted them' 
for that purpofe ; that fo, being fequef- 
f ered from the cares and pollutions of 
the world, they might ** wait on the 
'* Lord without diftradlion," perform- 
ing the outward ceremonies of the law, 
and exercifing their faith in the con- 
templation of thofe heavenly things 
ihadowed out by them. This holy office 
Zacbarim^vn the worftof times, adorn- 
ed and beautified with a correfpondent 
hblinefs of life. The fpirit of the fanc- 
tuary; refled upon him, and manifefted 
itfelT in the fruit of righteoufnefs ; a 

righteouf- 
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' S Con§4^4tfQm on the Life and JQfiath 

Sbct. I. ):jlgj^puiQef$/ whicjht exq»:^ ^^^ 
^^^^^^tAit Scribes aixl Ph»rijfccs, apjwrovii^ ifr 
U^i in ilhe iight pf God^ to i^rhomi ;^ 
J^Boyfn the fecrets of the he^t, as well 
as; jift (that of xncn» who ace wit^efliss 
only of . the external {deportment. Thso' 
tl^ ftrength of thjis fpirit, he iwalkcd 
in the p^th of an un^ornji obecjiienGC, 
^ ifivariable obferver of tfa^fe ordioan- 
ces fv^ic^ w^re at chft tUn^ tl^e fifcca- 
imcjpt^^eanfandplei^es pjfp^9gan4 
^cef^tanpe^ throiigh faith in ^iooi, of 
whofe advent iie fv^ adeyput expedan^. 
From f^ch a father;, and a fnothgr fil- 
thy of him, who graced. the ^e of 
Aifron by a iike inyiplable f^^ty pf 
maonierfi^ was the Baptiil to defcend ; 
:^at thje Jews might have j^o jpflible 
objedap^i againft ^^ipj; that ^ in^t 
h^ >a prppV forerunner of one wl^o was 
to7|>algs all the wor^4 ^P lo]ire v\y|ith i^c 
be^ty of hq^ne& i thfit i^ might ap- 
I>e9r wherdp u^ae pol^l^y of birth con- 
fiijliejth, viz.. in a defc^jtfrqm jper^cws 
C9jnfecra^pdjip the fpryiflp rf ()p^ and 
qf ?^n c^esvplary piety I a^ |*%, fo 
a$ijr? B& ^at op, die fcca^ ^ife#. 
who to a holy pro£efiipa add a holy life» 

will. 



. Ufi 5^.» Jo n N- tbt. Bapti 8T» 9 

wi|l^ Iboper or latciTi defe^nd the •«hoi^ Seqt. i^ 
ceft i^e^qgs ^yhfch JiQtivea hath tp b<« 
lipt^ .onrthe fofis ,^ Q|$n. 

BvT let Qot'fudi be.impatienti be«^ 
CQXik thoie bleiIuxgS:ar6 for a while de*- 
f$rrtd^ : He 9 who rfe^ds thein> ben: 
IfiiXD^s (jb^ pmper time of fendicig theiQ> 
afid'Cften ftfe^ it , beceilaryy for maiij 
rcafi)nfvto exerqifeihe faith and patience 
oC l3ris fervaptsst .who flfiay alw^^yfi reft 
faciafiedi that, in due Axtibjoi h0 will bring 
every thing to pa^> which will cpn* 
d«ce to their true welfare^ The icrip-» 
tui^^y having witneiTdd oi Zadlfarias and 
Elii&fibetbi that '' they were both right-^ 
^* epusr before God^ walking in all the 
^' qoi^nfAandojieAts and ordinances of the 
'^LcH-d biafl[}el^f€i'\ proceedetht in the 
very 0i^t words^ tq inform.. U|^ that 
^* they had no chil4> .be<^ftciie ^at Eli-* 
*y ^betb was barmn^ and they were. both 
** wijl iftricken in years *." They who 
ila^d hi^eft in the favour of God^ 'Qlay^ 
^erefore^ during the great^fl. ^paft. :(^ 
their lives, want the exteriyd aodviiible 
marks of it^ and lie under the btirdeo 

< 

• Luke I. 7. 

B of 



I o ConfideratioM on the Life .and Ueatb 

Sect^I. x)f ** repFoach among men*," as was 
the cafe cf chlldle& wometi in Judea. 
But thefe twa pious perfons, when thek: 
condition > in this refpeft, feemed dcf^ 
perMe, were upon the eve of felicity. 
For of parents at their time of life yobn 
was to be born ; that fo the miraculous 
manner of- bis* birth -might excite the 
attention of mankind, and difpbfe them 
to liften to his \^rce, when it fhould be 
beard 'in the wilderhefs ; and alfo, that 
it ^ight prepare them for that great 
event which was taking place, as the 
prophet Ijaiah had foretold ; ** A vir* 
•< girt' fliall .eonceiye, and bear a fon/' 
In cir^umftances parallel with thdfe of 
Stv y(?i6», ' were born, of old, Ifaac^ and 
yofef^9 ' and Samjon^ and SamueU iall of 
them illuftrious forerunners of Meffiah^ 
in one oi other of his three charaAer§; 
prophetical, facerdolfol, or regal • And 
did hot God intend, by fo often caufing 
** the barren woman to keep houfe, and 
** and to become a joyful mother of 
" children,'" to make that power known, 
by which the intarnation of the Re- 
deemer and the fr uitfulnefs of his church 

* Luke i. 25. 

were 



^ 



I 



w«reI;to fie-effedddijiiii thei latter days. Sect. L 
when^ . according to * St^ Paul^ the pro- 

W&iXi^i^ O bsfreiij tho^^ that didft. not 
^^ibeat* ; ' l^reak fi3v&\idtd fioging^* <and 
¥ \ory albiid, thoat t^t didfbnot travel* 
^•^*kh' child M" v ; • 

; H*£ whci is empl^ed in difc^arging 
withlfidtlity the duties, of hisrxalling, 
t&ikes <die fureft wajr io obtain: : the. con* 
tiimiation .and increafc of •. his. heavjenly 
MaAdriS £iyours. . A fon was promifed- 
to Zacbariasy *^ While he executed thfr 
*f\jpriqfl?e office befoK .God>'' as the ri- 
tual bf due church enjoined, ^^ In .the 
'/ironler of ihis CQurfe,; and accoixlingto 
'*f;thfe cixftoin V The refleaion oLa 
piott^ writer upon thl^ circumftance is 
nO'le(s ji;ft than beautiful. ^* One prieii: 
*^:afone/' fays he, "intent on histiuty, 
S* who di£Eufe5 the fweet &vour of 
^'Chcift,. and is conftant in prayer, 
^f draws down on the people more blefi*^ 
'^ ings^ than a great number of negligent 
'^ipsiefts. A man .ought," jcontinue$ he, 
*f to difchargc alLthe ecclefiaftical func- 

■ ilfai. liv. 1. Gal. iv. 27. " ^ 

* Lukei. «, 9. ' ^ * .^' 
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Stcr. I. *f i(idnsf Jwith .the ^iiitx>£ildie:ficc0dcim4iv 
<< niflry» 4S S^ofjLQ6diiimA und^r^iw 
f' iqxinedkte* in^dSUimi^ ' ^ i^Mfittm 
^ iStitm'inmr^dersih \3ijt iiptA^^ %tioir/ 
**' witbpu^ ahibitibuflyibdBing! a^ iiigh^- 
^•er ;^ tt> do nckhing; nvcttiy.of Jlisvawir 
*^ will, but to obfcrve'thfc i*«lllj*ftai- 
^M^ftiod (kjifkmf w%tis%g the neoBfliuy 
** . fecorities ioF peacew. This is . tbe 'triltb 
'< which: tkefe fliadovK^/pt^gUred, aAd 
*^ theie^ tfa& dii|iofitioas > wdrthy .a^ hnm-r^ 
*^ iter of ' the * true tSemple^ which i^llitl 
*«--diUrtfe/' • '.•''' ^^ • • '^ v.\ • . 
T-dE annURtiiitkm df the fiilpti^'^' 
conception, ha|ipened at: the tintie tif iiir; 
C^jfe, Iwhen bis father, -haviing) fait: coil 
theirohe of honour,' and being dothfad"/ 
like ^thd* great Mediator whom he psrW 
fi>natf d. With the garments of glpr^ ind 
beauty v^^ntered imo the temple,. ^w&ile 
the whole cdmgregation x>f the people^ 
af&inbled without^ &nt up theiif united' 
pf kyeirs to be accepted at the throBe.' of 
P^Pj .through the Jnte^peffion M^iich 
was then making igt them by the leiii*- 
tical prieft, a<fling in the i^anie bif hkn 
who was to *^ arife after the order pf 
^< Melchifedck, and not tp bc called 

^ . ♦< after 



J 



die; 'joint ^ pi^ayecfii ifif >pr«^' and {iseople 
were .ihus o&cbdnttp widi the blood of 
^tiinidihg/ itnd |be fweet-fmeliing fa-* 
vbiur of : the holy iincehfe^ an ^ngel iUd- 
dehly appearcki taJZaciaria^^B he was 
osjeoating his 0(ffide:iiit|ie temple $ that 
bciiig: the placp to whii^h thofe blefied 
fpidtey uiheiiLtfaqy: Yiflt thefe lower re^ 
.^oik, ever delight Oi^eiort^ as bearing 
the near^ iief^mblanoe to the happy 
tnaniions fifom^ which they de£:eiid. 

fiivT: whether: it lie, tharthe glory 
of dddtial fpirits ^overpowers the facul* 
ties i)£ hmnifil nature^ or thatman^ con- 
fcibiis of having iinned againft heaven, 
natdially trembles at the fight of a-mef- 
ifaig^r iromthpode, we fiiid> the ap- 
peavflhce of aoi angel h^ the fame ef- 
£e& upon Zt^cidrias^ the blcfied virgin, 
and thei fliephevds : they were all ^* fore 
^^ afraid." Th^ minds muft be firft 
pompofed, and put into a capacity of 
recmii^ the heavenly tidings brought 
ikem by the good angels^ who, like 
good, men, maniifeft themfelves by the 
jgradous and encouraging manner of 

their 
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their addrcfi, and having rcmovedi a» 
mifconceivcd apprehenfioas, pnxieed to 
Inilru^ and coinfbrt thofb to whoin thfy 
arc fent ** Fear noit^ iZacharias^ fbh 
^' thy prayer is heard^ 'ahd thy wife 
** Elizabctljr Xhall bear thee a.fon*." 
Zacbarias .had.. prayed for .the redemp-» 
tion of IfrdeJ by Mefliah^ and therefore 
was honoured by being made> in a woii^ 
derfui manper^ the fatfier of >his iUuf^ 
trious: forerunner. The prieft was. anxi- 
ous for the welfare: of rdiexhurch^ and 
the man was. bleifed; in.hi& own private 
concerns;. He fought «^ firft the king« 
^^ dom o£. Godt and his:r^hte0afnefs«!> 
and thei blefUng of a fon .was *^ added 
** unto him." ---T-^vThy wife Elizabeth 
<< ihall bear thee aii>n, and thou ihait 
** call his name JoHNi;" that is^ hcing 
interpreted, the gf^i or gift ; f * and 
*^ manjr ftiall rejoice rat his birth :" irot 
only thou flialt rejoice^. : and E/ictflJifM 
with thee^ >at the birth of. a fon fo long 
diefpaired of, and fuch. aifon too, . hut it 
flball b^ 'matter of joy^ at .the timei to 
all who locik.for redemption ;. and after* 
wards, thqufands and millions Ihall xe- 

joice 



' ^ St. Jon'n'tie BAVjisT, is 

joJcc at the femcmbrancc of it ; the day Sect, r. 
Ihall be kept as a feftival throughout ail 
geriefatiobs ; 'vri'th j6y ahd gladnefs fhall 
it bfef -kept; thankfgiving and the voice 
t>f* nrtelody/ Encouraged by the ex- 
anipk of ZachartaSf let the priefts, the 
minifters of the Lord, be never weary 
oTiwaifing for his loving kindriefs in the 
iliidlft of his^ tiemple. Let it* be the de- 
light tof their liVfeS to exccute'their office, 
every one in that order and ftation in 
which he is' placed. So will God niake 
theni to hear of joy and gladnefs, and 
grant thein to behold the fuccefs of their 
labours for ^he converfion of firiners , 
and the edificatioii of his people. The 
diurch, like Eliznbetb^ fhall bring forth 
fruit in her old age, and her friends fhall 
tejoice greatly, wl^6n they hear that the 
Lord hath fhewed mercy on her *. 

Distrust of Providence, and the 
accomplifhment of it's deiigns, when 
appearances are on the other fide, will 
foihetimes invade the hearts of the befl: 
6f dien ; and Zdcharias himfelf fo far 
partook of the incredulous fpirit which 
at that period had pofTeffed the fyna- 

* Luke i. 5S. 

goguc. 
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Sect. I, gOgUCi that hc ^* jSiJ^^t .^%r ^i&g^ 

ww^^^. *; Whcxcby ihajl Ikno^v t|ii$ ? {For 
<« I. am an old maa^ wA my wife w»U 
^* ftricken in years.V HQWtdiffer<(Dt# in 
a parallel pafe^ was t^. b^phaf iour pi^^^ 
idjUti^x Ahrabiomf of which ^t. fatdhi^B 
left us the fbllowing ocalted deicqptiOH^ 
•.u<< Who againft hope believed in hppe^ 
<< that he; might becoiae. tha father .of 
** many nations, according to tbftt wbKh 
** was ^oken. So ftiall^ tlpiy Jf^d, ^bf^ 
Aivl being not vcak in faiths J^e.cp&T 
fidered not his own ^i^^y no^ d^aftt 
'' neither yet the deadneis: of .^rah^|s» 
' < . womb . He ilagi&ered ^ not at the pro^i 
''fnifeof God through unbelief^ > bu^ 
« was ftrpng in faitjv, giving . gkny a^ 
God, and b^ing fully perfuadedt that 
what ^he h^d promiii^d he wasi able alfi) 
to perform \'' The Remand oi ZasJ^^^^ 
riaSf rbawever, was complied^ with^ ; and 
a iign was. granted him in. the punifii*: 
mrent of his unbelief. The ufe of ^j( 
tongue^ which, inftead of giving glbiy^ 
to Godi : had been emp^yed in rai£ng, 
objeft/on^^ was .tak^n fi^om himi^ and a 
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iilence 



f^St. John the Baptist. jy 

filence of fome months was impofed as Sect, l 
a penance for the abufe of fpeech. 

But when the wonderful child was 
born> who,^ even before his birth, en- 
tered -upon 'his prophetical office, and 
gave teflimbny to his Saviour in the 
vvomb, then declaring, by his exulta- 
tion, what ; he afterv^ard did by words^ 
<^ it^hold the Lamb of God ;" and Zj- 
cborias ; had acknowledged the 6 1 p t. of 
God, by directing that his name ihould 
he John ^ then ^ mouth of the father 
was opened ; and^ tD ihew us the pro- 
j>er employment of the tongue, when 
heaven grants the ufe of it, he <' praifed 
•* God/' Faith reftored what incredu- 
lity had taken away; '' he believed, and 
** therefore he fpake/* And his heart 
leaving been prepared, byiilence and te- 
tircment, for the reception of celeftial 
infiueoces, he Was now '^ filled with the 
** Hply Ghoft," and brake forth into 
that divine hymn, which (hall bo the 
fubjeA.of the next fe^ion. 



SEC- 
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SECTION II. . 

• « 

Confiderations on the hymn of Zacharias. 



Sect. II. /^ MONG the alterations in na^ 
Jy\ ture, which notify the return of 
fpring, no oiie is more pleafihg, thatt 
the tatchange of a long and melanchdy 
iilence^ for that mdody which then t^ 
foondeth on eveiy fide of U85 in th^ 
woods and fields. Sohmon hath not fbr^jr 
gotten this circumftance, in his (hort 
but lovely defcription of that delightful 
feafon. <« Lo, die winter is paft, the 
rain is ov'er and^ gone> the flowers ap- 
pear on the earthy the time of th^ 
^< finging of birds is come, and the 
<^' voice of the turtle is heard in our 
«« land •/• The advent of MtfBah was 
announced^ in a fimilar manner, to the 
church I and we may fay of it, in the 
words of the Roman poet, which, like 
thofe of Caiapbas, contained much more 

* Cant, 11. II. 

' ' than 
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l^an kc was aware of who uttered Sect. 11. 
them, 

jt^ieef venturo tatentur ut omnia faclo I 

For noWi» the bletfcd virgin ** magni- 
. ^'. ^e^ the Lord, and her fpirit r^jpiceth 
Vin God her Saviour:" the father of 
the Baptift «' blefleth the Lord God of 
^« Ifrael, for having vifited and redeemed 
** kis people :*' the angels thenifelves 
defcend in full choir, to perform an an- 
them in honour of their Lord and biirs : 
•aiid old Simeon clofeth all with his affedt- 
ihg farewell to the world i •• Lord, now 
letteft thou thy feryant depart in peace, 
according to Ay word i for mine eyes 
•^tiave fein thy ialvation/' Thus did 
iall ** break forth into joy, and fing to- 
<* gether, becaufe the Lord had cora^ 
*^ forted his people, and redeemed Jeru- 
*' ialem ;" becaufe the fun of righteouf- 
nefs, by his viiitation of the earth, was 
putting a period to a dreary winter, and 
introducing, in it's ftead, a new and 
more glorious ipring. And as fpring is 
the morning of the year, Cowley^ ad- 
drefs ■ to the material light, which is 

C 2 but 
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Sbct. n. but a faint copy, may be applied to the 
great original himfelf ; . 

When tbou liffji up thy radiant bead 
Out of the morning* s purple bed, 
' l^hy cboir of birds about thee play. 
And all tbe joyful world falutes the 
rifnr day. 

■ 

Th e hymn which we are at prefent 
to coniider, is that of Zacharias. The 
occafioQ on which it was indited, was 
the birth of St. yobn: the«fubje£t is 
the covenant of grace in Chrift Jefus : 
the langujige is that of the • Old Tefta- 
ment, old tern^s bqng l;ransferrsd to 
, new things : the fpeaker is a prieft and 
a prophet, ** Full of the Hfily QhdL" 

During a tedious interval of filence, 
Zacbarias had beheld the accomplifli- 
ment of the divine pronufe to himfelf; 
and he Hnew likewife, that the Saviour 
of mankind would foon be born of his 
gelation, the virgin Mary. We may 
^udge, therefore, what pain and gri?f 
he felty while reilr^ined from uttering 
that ^* good matter," pf which his heart 
was fo full, that when at length Qod 
fa^^ fit to ren^ov^ the mound, it burft 

forth 
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Iprth at once in an- impetuous, and irre- Sect.il 
Mible torrent of Hiankigiving ; 

I. " Blessed be the Lord God of 
^' IfraeU for he hath vifited and 
** redeemed his people *.'* 

I T was no new thing for " the God 
^*xrf Ifraer* to **vifit and redeem his 
** people/* He had often done it, when 
they were in affliction and captivity. 
But fa to vifit and redeem, was not all 

.that he intended to do for his chofen. 

. • - 

.Through things temporal he was defirous 

that they fhould look at things eternal, 

and carry on their views from a bodily to 

,a ^iritual redemption^ in which all his 

counfels terminated ; a redemption to be 

ie£Fe<9^ed by his vifiting mankind, dwell-- 

ing among them in a tabernacle of flefh, 

^nd in that tabernacle offering up the 

true propitiatory facrifice ; a redemption^ 

that ihould extend to Gentiles as well 

as Jews, and of both make one people^ 

. 9, new Ifrael^ of which he fhould be the 

Lord Godj for e\i||prmore. How gracious 

f his liifitationl How aftonifhing this re-^ 

demption f 
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SbcvJL demptian/ «* Blcffcd be the Lotd God 
<^ of IfraeU for he hath vifited and re- 
'* deemed his people^ 

2. *^And hath raifed up an horn' of 
^* falvation for us, in the houfe 
'* of his fervant David/' 

I N the Old Teftament, we read con- 
tinually of Saviours and Deliverers 
^* raifed up" by God, to refcue his peo- 
ple, from time to time, out of the hands 
of their oppreflbrs. But of them wc 
may fay, as the Apoftle does of the 
Levitical priefts, ^^ They were not fuf- 
^* fered to continue, by reaibn of death*/' 
And therefore, we may argue in one 
cafe, as he doth in die other, that none 
of them could be the trae Saviour of 
Ifraely the fubjeft of the promifes. 
Neither Mofes, who brought them out 
oi Egypt, nor 3^^/S&atf who fettled them 
in Canaan, was ** He that Ihould come/* 
but they were ftill to " look for anb- 
** ther/' And fo on, through the whole 
calendar of temporal faviours, who, 
Jike the legal minifters, " ferved only," 

' *'Hcb. vii. 23. - 

by 
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by their wars and vidories, «' to thesccr.iL 
f^ example and fhadow of heavenly 
^* things." The body^ or fabftance, in 
either inilance^ /« was of Chrift." For 
Jie who arofe ** a Prieft for ever," arofe 
alio *' a King immortal ;" a mighty 
J!^rm$' of power of falvation 1 a Mofij, to 
deliver us ^qm this prefent evil world i 
^ JoJbm% to put RS in po^^oa of the 
henveoly Cana4iii in (hott, every, thing, 
t9i£U Up every prefigorative. ^hara^er. 
IT^isi: mighty Saviourt this omnipoteat 
^g pf I/k^^ God raifed up '^ in the 
5"^ hpuf^ of hi$ fervant David," as he 
had promifed, *^ that of the fruit of his 
^^ body according to the flefh, he would 
^< raife up Chrift to fit 00 his ;thi!one \" 
Aqd tq this agree. the words pf the anr 
gel, at the apnuotiatioQ, ^^ The Lord 
ff God (hall give unto him the throne 
** of his father David, and he ihaU 
«^ rpign for ever and ever over the houfe 
<^ of Jacob, and of his kingdom ther^ 
*«fliaUbenocndV; , 



* Pfalm cxzzii, ii. A£U ii« 30, 

* Lttk^ i. 32. 
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SfcCT. II. ' - ' 

3. <^ As he promifed by the moath 
•* of his rholy prophets, which 
. <* have been iince the world 
," began t^^!'." . 



* « 



• * 



I N a matter of fo great confequence 
as man's redemption, God left not the 
wdrld without information, from, the 
beginning : {o that wherever .we find 
ignorance, -it muii be charged to the 
accotmt €^ man, as having reje^d, and 
ndt to th^ of hi& Maker, as having 
denied the neceflary iheians of inftrac- 
tion. We fee the chriflian church now 
fupported, in her' belief of Meffiah^'S 
fecond advent, on which all her hopes 
are fixed, by the diicourfes of the 
Apoftles, as the antient church Was 
fupported in her belief of his firft ad- 
vent, by the diicourfes of the prophets. 
There is no more difikulty in one cafe 
than in the other. The ancients lived in 
faith, and fo do we. They died in faiths 
^f not having received . the promifes," 
and fo mufi: we : for though fpme pip- 
mifes are fulfilled, yet others are not, 
nor can be, in this world. Our know- 

lege 
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lege 16 hot the Icfs dertaih, nor our faith, SectJL 
biitlf^ ti|k>ft- iU Ihelefs firm, bteeatife we " 
hav6 hblf exaft ihd adequate notions of 
the marinet of Chrift's coming, the cir- 
cumftincds of the laft judgment^ and 
the glory that is to follow. The fa^s 
ire fliffifciehtly preditfled ; for an idea of 
the mod& wfe muft be contented to wait, 
till kaih (hall give f)lace to fight. And 
let thh fariie obfcrvaJioh be applied to 
the patriarchs and I/haefffes. 

4. «* -ii- That w* fliould be faved 
** frorh our enemies, and froOA 
" the hand of all that hate m." 

TftB enefriies zMiht fdhaiioHy here 
intended hy Zuchariksy are, without 
douhtj f^iritua!. Such a falvatioii 
therefore, from fuch enemies, God 
*' promifed by the mouth of his holy 
*^ prophets which have been fihce the 
" wotfld began," When he fited his 
people of old from thiir enemifes, and 
from the hand of all that hated tbem^ 
his nirer^ry fo difpkyed was a figure for 
the time then prefent, a plefdge and' 
earneft of eternal redemption; as^if he 

D had 
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SECT^n. had faid, ** Yc (hall fee greater diings 
^' than thefe/'^ And thepfalms, formerly 
compofed to celebrate the deliverance of 
Ifrael from Egyptian and Baly Ionian cap- 
tivities> are now ufed by the church 
Chriftian to praife God for ialvatioH 
from iin> deaths and Satan: they are 
fung new in the kingdom of Mef«» 
fiah. << Old things are pafled away^ be«- 
^\ hold all things are become new :*' 
legal figures are vanifhed^ and the terms 
employed to defcribe them are transfer- 
red to Evangelical truths. When the 
prophets compofed pfalms on occafion of 
tenokppral deliverances, they looked for*- 
ward to a future fpiritual falvation ; as 
Zachariasy in his hymn, the fubjed of 
which is a fpiritual falvatk)n» looks 
back, and has a reference to paft tem- 
poral deliverances, 

5. ^' To perform the mercy promi- 
** fed to our fathers, and to re- 
*' member his holy covenant -- ' 

Th e ** mercy promife^ to our .fa-» 
*• thers" was, therefore, a fpiritual mer- 
cy ; and the ^* covenant'' made with 

them 
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them was a gofpcl covenant ; for other- Sect. n. 
wife, God could not be faid, by raifing 
lip Chrift, to have *'* pferformed that 
" mercy/* arid " remembered- that co- 
•*venant.'* Accordingly, we are elfe- 
where told, " the Gofpel was preached 
*• to Abrah?im * /* and the covenant 
made with him is ftyled ** the covenant 
'^ ttf God in Chrift \" The Gofpel, 
then, was prior to the law, and was the 
patrimony of all the children of Abra-- 
ham: "The law, which was four hun- 
*^ dred and thirty years after,'* whatever 
might be it's intention, could not dif«- 
polfefs them of this their inheritance ; 
it could not " difannul the covenant, 
*' and make the promife of none efFeft/' 
But if, on the contrary, it was defigned 
to keep up, and further the knowlege 
of them; if it was a (landing prophecy ; 
if it was ** a fchoolmafter," by it's ele- 
ments training up and condudting it's 
fcholars "to Chrift;" then certainly no- 
thing was wanting on the part of God. 
The Jews minded earthly things i but to 
infer from thence, that they were never 

* Gal. iii. 8. 
> Ibid. 17. 
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SicT^ii. taught the kuawlcgp of things hcavenly,j 
'woul4 b^ a method of arguing toohazar-^ 
dous to be ventured upon]^ iince, from 
the b?h?viw!r of nwpy, who profefs the 
Chriftian religioi^^ i^ ^ght as fairly be. 
concluded, that ibeir M^fter prooiiii^^' 
nothing but ^ loaves and ^0ie$^" ^r^l^ 
ites migt^t fe^ their hearts, too much of|i: 
*' fi?ld5: and vinejraardsi," fprgettiipg or 
neglecting better thivgs^ as naen are apt 
to do> who are bl^^d with proiperiQf 
in this prefent wouifld., But when they^ 
4id fo, they did wrong : prophets were> 
fent to reprove the ej^ror, and ju^qf^ents. 
to convince th^np,, th^t Canam. w^ vA 
the end of the **« covenant," nor a p^n^ 
tiful harveft ^* the mercy promifed;'' 

6. "Thb oaj^ which h,e fw^re tQ. 
^^ our forefather Abtahapa -rr^"^ 

Th £ atnazing condefcenfion qf God 
in vouchf^gy for ^.an's fatisf^^f^ipn 
and ailuranc^j to confirna hi% piK>au& 
by an oath, is finely touched ^pon in. 
the epiille to the Hekrews. " Whj&Oj 
** God made promife to Abraham^ be- 
*' caufe he could fwear by no greater, he 

«* fware 
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*' fware by himfelf, faying, furcly bleff- Sbct.il 
<« ing I will' bltfs thee, an4 maltiplying 
♦* I will multiply . thee -~- For men 
** verily fwear by a grejbter,^ and an oath 
^' for confirmation is to them an end of 
<< all ftrife. Wherein God» wilUng to 
<< (hew to the heirs of pronpufe the im- 
mutability of his counielj copfif med 
it by an oat^ ; ihat by twQ inofsmta-* 
b)« things, in which it was impoi^ 
^^ fible for God ta lie, we might hava 
^ a ftrong cofyfolation, who have f|ed 
<^ for fefuge, ta lay hol4 up<m thQ hope 
"ipt before u?.*." O the goodntfy of 
Ck)d, who hath .^vqn his creatures the 
afifurance of an oath ! O the infidelity 
of his creatures, who diftrufl that aflU- 
rance ^ ! 

7. «* — »- That, he would grant unto 
" us, that we being delivered 
«< out of the hands of our ene- 
^* mies, might fel-ve him with- 
^ out fear, 

* Heb. vi..i3, 

* p igafos noSi quorum caufa Deus jurat ! O miferri- 
M0s^ Jinec juranti Domino credmur! TertuU. 

8. "In 
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Sect.II, . .- 

8. "In holincfi and rightcoufnefs 
** before him, all die days of 
^' bur life." 

Th e promlfe, made with an oath to 
Abraham^ was made, after the inten- 
tional facrifice of Ifaac^ in the follow- 
ing terms ; *' By myfelf have I fworn 
— that in bleffing I will blefs thee,' 
and in multijplying I will multiply 
thy feed as the ftars of heaven, and 
as the fand which is upon the fea 
{hore ; and thy feed fhall poflefs th'e 
gate of his enemies ; and in thy feed 
^* fbali all the nations of the earth be 
*' bleffed \" The objefts of the bleff- 
ing here promifed are the faithful child^ 
ren of Abraham^ whether Jews or Gen- 
tiles ; the «• feed,'* in whom they are 
bleifed, is Chrift \ the manner in which 
he obtaitis the bleffing, is by " poffeff- 
** ing the gate of his enemies,'* that is» 
by fubduing them, and jfeiziilg their 
ftrong holds ; the bleffing itfelf confift- 
cth in a redemption from bondage up- 
der thofe enemies, and an admiffion into 

^ Gen. xxii. i6. 

the 
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the fervice of God. Such is the fub* Sect.il 
fiance and intention of ' the promife 
made with an oath to Abraham ^ as ex-^ 
plained by Zacbarias^ and fulfilled un- 
der the gofpel. In the meah time, be- 
tween the promife and it's accomplifh- 
ment it pleafed God to interpofe a dif- 
penfation » which exhibited a viiible 
reprefentation of this great and impor* 
tant tranfadion^ in the cafe of the 
children of IJrael^ or the pofterity of 
Abraham according to the flefh, who, 
after having been long detained in cruel 
bondage by Pbaraob and the Egyptians^ 
were "delivered out of the hands of 
" their enemies ;" and delivered for this 
purpofe^ that they might ferve God 
with a prefigurative fervice^ calculated 
to laft " till the feed ihould come^ to 
" whom the promife was made." Epr 
thus Jehovah faith to Mofes^ ** When 
'^ thou haft brought forth the people 
" out of Egypt, they fhall ferve God 
<< upon this mountain*." So that when» 
at the transfiguration of our Lord upon 
mount Tabor, Mofes diicouried with 
him on the fubjefl: of «* his deceafe," . 

or. 
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Sect. XL or> as it is ih the originai^ hts Exd&t/s, 
^* which he fhould accom|)lifh it Jeru- 
^ falcm/' may we not imagine to our- 
fel ves the deliverer of ^^i^/addreffing the 
world's Redeemer in fome fuch words aar 
thefe — By my hand the Lord God of 
Ifrael did once vouchfafe to bring forth 
his people from the affli<9fing bondage 
of Egypt I but thou fhalt turn the mul- 
titude of the Gentiles from the power 
of Satan to God. I faw the Lord make 
a path through the waters, for his re- 
deemed to pafs over; but thou fliallt 
find a more wonderful way through the^ 
waves of death ; and though the ?^o^b 
fbail Gompafs thee about, yet fhall thy 
life be brought up from corruption. I 
beheld the chariots of Pharaoh and fhe 
mighty hoft of Egypt plungin|^ in the 
deep, when the motrAn^ appeai^ed j* but 
thou (halt * triumph o^f prinfcipalities 
and powers, and fee theni overwbelttted' 
in &e lake of fire. I led my people 
through the wildernefi, and gave thefai 
a k^ which had ^ %he fliadow of ^obd 
•^'things td <^om^ ;** but thou flialfr i^bri-^-^ 
dudl thine 'trough the ' Woridf j ' Arid- 
teach them to tf wonfeip in fpirit and 

" in 
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** in truth.** l! went before {/rae/ to Secr.tL 
thd' borders of the promifed land; but 
tliou art tbe" true fhcpherd of fouls, and 
they who follow thee Aall *«pafs from >. 
"d^ath unto life.'*' 

Zacffarias concludes his divine fong 
with ah apoftrophc to the infant Bap- 
tift, ?Ls one wl^o was defigned by provi- 
dence to be the pr^curfor of fuch a 
Saviour, and the publiflicr of fuch fal- 
vation. • 

9. ^'« And thou child fhalt be called • 
«* the prophet of the Higheft, 
" for thou fhalt go before the 
' " face 6f the Lord, to prepare 
** his ways ; 

« 
10/ ^^ T'o give knowledge df fklvation 

^'^ .unto his people for the remif- 

' ' *' iioh of their fi-ns — " > 

^* The Ikw prophefied until John,** 
wHo iucceeded it in it's office of point- 
ing out the IVtdliah, and fpake the lan- 
guage of It'is hiflitutioris^ when he faid, 
''^ Behold the Lamb of God, which 
*^ taketh away the fin of the world." 

E "Re- 
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Sect. II.*' RemiffioD of fins" is thjB doctrine ia 
which the Chriftian religion juftly glo- 
rieth, as that moft neceflary and funda- 
inental point, in which every other re- 
ligion fails. The heathen confeffeth 
himfelf to be in the dark ; he guefl^eth 
only what is the will of God, whom 
he knoweth not. He hath not ftrength 
to .perform what he imagineth to be 
fuCh ; and he underftandeth not. the 
meaning of the facrifices and luftrations 
derived to him by tradition. The blood 
of bulls and goats cannot wafli away 
the fins of the Jew ; and his oblations, 
fince the truth is come, which they 
were intended to prefigure, arc pre- 
pofterous, and impious. The Maho- 
metan hath no evidence for the mifCoa 
of his prqphet, no argument for his re- 
ligion but the fword, and no heaven 
but fenfe. The doftrlne of " falvation 
" by the remiflion of fins," through 

faith in a Redeemer, was, from the be- 

* ■ • • 

ginning, the fum and fubftance of true 
religion, which fubfiftcd in proniife, 
prophecy, and figure, till John preached 
their accomplifhment in the perfon of 
Jefus. Paganifm was a corruption of it 

before 
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t>efore that time, as Mahometifm hath Sect.ii. 
been fince ; and modern Judaifm is an 
apoftafy from it. And will Chriftians 
go away, and forfake their Redeemer ? 
To whom can they go ? He hath the 
words of eternal life : he only can give 
** falvation by the rcmiflion of fins." It 
Is this religion which enlightens the un- 
derftanding with true knowlege, and 
warms the heart with true charity : it 
is this which alone brings confidence, 
and comfort, and joy, and bids fear and 
defpondency fly away : it is this which 
raifes the foul, as it were, from the 
dead, puts new vigour into all her 
powers and faculties, and anin)ates her 
to duty, by the powerful mgtives it 
fuggefteth : it is this which is a coun- 
terbalance to the temptations of fenfc, 
by the promifes made to our faith ; 
which fupports the infirmity of nature 
by the glorious objects propofed to our 
hope ; and which triumphs over the 
oppofition of the world, by the love of 
God fhed abroad in our hearts : it pro- 
cures us the only folid happinefs there 
is in this world, and opens a way to the 
felicities of the next : it holds him out 

E 2 to 
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Sbct.ii. tp U5^ who is cwir *5fhield" pi\e^th^ fpj^ 
will.be our " exceeding great rewj^rd" ii^ 
heaven ; Ayho •' guides us wifh his 
^* counfel, and will^i laftf r that, receive 
** us to glory — Whom haVe >ve ifi 
" heaven, O Lofd, but thee ; ^nd ^herc 
** i$ none upon earth v^e can defir^ i^f 
** conjparifon of thee * ! " 

u. *€ — Throygh the tender mercy 
*' of our God; ^yhereby the cjay-r 
" fpr^g from pn high hath vi- 
" fited us, 

12. "To give light to them th^t fjt 
" in djirknefs, and in the ftiadow 
" of death, to guidp oijr feef: 
•* into the wjiy of peace.*' 

St. John was ^he morning-ftar, that 
preceded the fun of righteoufncfs ^t hi? 
rifing ', an event, the glory of which i$ 
due to " the tender mercy of our God," 
fince towards the produ<5tiQn of it man 
could do no more than ^e cap do towards 
caufing the natural fui) to rife upon the 
earth. The bleffed efFe<^s of uje dayr 

♦ Pfalm Ixxiii. ^4. - 

Ijpring 
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fpring which then dawned from on Sect. u. 
high, and gradually incrcafed more and 
more unto the perfeft day, were — the 
difperfion of ignorance, which is the 
darknefs of the intelkftual world ; the 
awakening of men from fin,, which is 
the flcep of the foul ; and the conver- 
iion and diredion of their hearts and 
inclinations into ^' the way of peace," 
that is, of reconciliation to God by the 
blood of Chrift, to themfelyes by the 
anfwcr of a cQnfqience cleanfed from 
fin, ^nd to one another by mutual love. 
** H^ppy is the people that is in fuch a 
«* cafe ; yea, happy is the people^ whofc 
*«God is the Lord, They are the 
*' children of the light and of the 
** day. Their fun^ fliall no more go 
" down, neither (haU their moon with- 
** draw itfelf ; for the Lord fhall be un- 
*' to them an everlafting light, and the 
" days of their njqurning ihall be 
f* ended." 
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SECTION III. 

« 

Conjiderations on St. JohnV education in 

the defarts. 
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Sect Jli. ^ j^ j^ ^j^^ information we have con- 
cerning St. JoAn,^ from the time 
of his birth to that of his public ap- 
pearance, is contained in the few fol- 
lowing words — *^ And the child grew, 
and waxed flrong in fpirit, and was 
in the defarts till the day of his (hew- 
'* ing unto Iftael *•" Thereat apart from 
the world, and under the tuition of 
heaven, he was catechized in the prin- 
ciples of divine wifdom, initiated into 
the myftery of a holy life, and perfefted 
in the difcipline of felf-denial i 

The mofs bis bed^ tf>e cave bisjfumble cell^ 
His food the fruits^ bisdrink tbe cbryftalwell: 
Remote from many witb God be pafs^dtbe days^ 
Prafr all bis bus'nefs^ all bis pleafure praife. 

Pa R N £ L L. 

» Luke i. 80. 

This 
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, »Th I s difpenfation in the cafe of the Sbct an. 
Baptift, like many others relative to the ^^ ' 
prophets, wa$ e;xtraordinary and mira- 
culous ; confeqif ently, not to be literally 
copied by any pnp, ,but in .Similar cir- 
c^mftances^.and under a fupernatuxal 
direction. Nor has the monadic fcheme 
the fandtion pf fo great an example ; ; as 
St. {fobn was- under the obligation of no 
yow^ but having finiihed his preparation 
in folitude, came forth to .^Q. . his part 
iippn the theatre of the wprjd. . And it 
'h w«ir knowji, that, even in -thofe ages 
ivh^n mankind ftood aftoniihed at the 
ftufteritips praftifed by reclufe^ and ere* 
mites , the cpiieopal or facerdotal 
charad:er was reckoned as muc^i fupe^ 
rior to the other, as charity is better 
than contemplation. " In folitude^'* 
faith a great mafter of this fubjedt, ** a 
*< man npiay go to heaven by the w^y of 
" prayer and devotion ; but in fociety 
*^ Jbie carries others with him> by the 
** way of mercy and charity. In foli- 
^* tude there are fewer temptations, but 
** then there, is likewife the exercife of • 
«* fewer virtues . Solitude is a good 
'^ fchool, and the world the bei): theatre. 

« The 
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»<cT.fH. «« "The ii^ftitto(k>il ifr Ixift thefe, - the 
** I]>fft<afefc here. The wliaewiefe h*tJi 
*^ the advantage of difclpKhe, but lb»- 
« ciety ftirMifhttb the bppttrturiilies of 
<* pcffeatetf." To txttflrtti thiS;^t«S=i. 
ckms ffatb- <Jf the cafe, it ittajr btf dfe- 
fervei, that the arty perfeft Kfe whkfi 
hath etcir been letT on eltth, was k 
ittixtiif e of the fofitatjr atfcf fdclal. Otit 
liWiS'Witt'fclf pttflfed th«'ty yeaw in the 
^f kaeey rtf JSntf^aretBi aftd then ^pestrteA 
in jyAlic' tt>' exefeife his mniiftry yixtt 
ftfl! ndt 'Without fmjtient httervafe oF 
retii-enjetttv ** It mt itt'-fofittidef iftat 
*« he' kept hi* Yigils ,♦ the defot pla^ds 
" heifd'hirii^prayj Jtf the Wiidernef^ hid 
«* vanqdiflted- Satan j «pon a ittdmrtjtlii 
" apart- he wa* transflgtrfed." fiut $1 
pufbHe- he preached' the. Goljjd, atfd 
converted fouls; irf public he heafed 
tfte fick, artrf caft out dtevSs j hi public 
he ff^eted, aindv td^'he redieemed the 
wdrld, fee it St pat tdrtr tf httmffity, ]^a- 
tienctf, aiitfchaity. 

pROiii the cifctairflAnicJe <jf Sft. ^dn^ 
educatltWi- in- the def^ We may, thei-e- 

fbre;,v<mtttretodMW a cMldtlilortW^lcK 

will fee 6f gcttei^' trfe, wiiA regard* to 

all 



JsMr* niiiiiifters of tke QoCpAi vizJ l3^it3ikrm. 
^t ^]ikAtymkf of'ijfe is nbcdSary: to 
i^My them for : the offices of the fd^ 
£dal I oti thatr he who would ierve Odd 
acct^tti^y ^^ public, muft £ril prepare 
timifelf for that purpbfe in private. 
The t(k(bti i$, beclufe no man is pro*^ 
periy qualified to teach te^i^^ and Ao/i^ 
w/si^whb dbth not'hithielf poiTefs ihGm« 
And I a little refle^on, will cohtrince u6; 
^d^' needful ^retir^meM is for the ac- 

' T'Hfi tcih iiM^^ffMc by all \^o 
liave ^ver iftade ttn^gredt f^odcieiicy in 
«i^^/2^ plainly prove olofe applicatioil 
and deep attentilitt^ to be itsquifite for 
it's atfilmirentc And they who imagine 
them&lves «6 hav& Aidfcovered a (hotter 
way^ eotidU(ariiQig: ' theib to it without 
ftody, will find^ foonefr 6r kter^ that 
thtfyhiivefflii^keh their road. <'<ilardl^ 
^' db'we gfuejfs. «igitt at things that utf 
^ VLpOiti ear&; and' with labour 4o w« 
^ find the things that are bdfbrtr^ * :" 
flidl we then txpe&'a knowlege of 
thoftf whkh are of a higli and fpiritual 

nature, without any labour at all ? The 

» Wifdom. ix, i6. . 

:. F pro- 
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« 

jSKCT.ni. prophets ihemfdves. ^' enquired ^ and 

^* fcarched diligently what tfaiiig$ the 

" fpirit of : Chrift, which was in tjbtem> 

"didfignifyV The royal Prcapher, 

endued from above with ** largenefs of 

" heart as the ftod upon the feafliore,*' 

yet took painsy and thofe no flight ones, 

in the invention and difpofition of his 

difcourfes. For, ** in.order to teach the 

'* people knowlege> he gave good heed, 

<^ and fought out and fet in order maay 

** proverbs ; yea, the preacher fought 

<< to find out acceptable words» . words 

*• of uprightnefs and truth ^." And if 

Solomon were not exempted from ftudj 

and meditation, no other man can have 

any tkle to hope for fuch a privilege. 

But v^ho fhall be able to fix his at- 
tention, amidft the hurry and diflipa- 
tion of life ? Who can meditate on 
wj^fdpid, with the noife of folly found- 
ing inceifantly in his ears ? That blefied 
perfon, who could, fuiFer no diftradtion 
of thought from the pbjcfts around 
hinxj withdrew from the multitude, that 

be might teach ut to do the fame, who, 

-' . . .. • 

' a' I Pet. i. 16. 
* Ecclef. xii. 9. 

- .: alas, 
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alas^ are often unable, when alone, toSECT.in'. 
confine our thoughts, for a few minutes 
together, to one fubjedt. The world, 
ttkte ""Mirtha; is *•■ tftfttbled about many 
^ taihigsi*' and inofl: about thofc which 
are of Icaft concern j fo that, befides 
the 'profanie, the uiifeemly, and un-* 
charitable dilcourfes, which they muft 
hear wKo^are much cofavcrfant with it, 
the mind of a mian fufFers noit a little 
fr6m the variety of light and unprofit- 
able cohverfatioh ill which he is fre- 
quently engaged. 'This fcatters the 
thoughts, and fo indifpofes them for any 
fpeculations that are great and noble, 
foblime and facred, that fome* time is 
required to reduce the wanderers, to 
compofcthe fpirits, and to reftore that 
tranquiflitjr of foul which is indifpen- 
fably^neccffary for the profecution of 
religious enquiries. Arid although the 
general aifertion of a famous reclufe, 
r ^^ that he always came out of company , 

** a worfe man than he went into it," 
favoureth too much of the cloifter, yet 
whoever, as the world goes, fliould di- 
ligently note the times when he came 
out of company a better man than he 

F 2 went 



SscT.iu.went into it;^ QU|ht» perhaps, find hi% 
>^0*4ury con^ii^^d in ^ Wfs coo^pa^s, tt^ix 

af p^eiieat he is apt; to isfx^ifift...... 

Cs 9,T4 J ^.» : hpwever, it is».liiAt . jEpr 

^^.produi^ioA$.,pf n^ii^op;]^ wc arc ifir-. 

^cbteflto^ip^ :«t^p psjirwt ^ at-T 
tcuj^^ion... And th^ccifora niany> ^i ^9i^ 
sig^g, h^y^ followed S^. J<2^;^ W^act^ie 
wildei^nei^y^ and chpiirn retireioefi]^ .xiot 
oiji^ of apy morofei>ef&. of t^mper^ or 
Qxifaothippy^ hut th^^ they ojii^but £j^vo 
themiHvjea^ wUhput 1^ or txwlti^tkm, 
to thc^ pvrfait of diving know^egc; la 
this fetw^tion^ tljeyf9gj?id tbemfdvc§. al- 
ways at liberty, to. chuie ;their ifompsf.^ 
9ioqs« They cpiild coaverfe at ple^^e 
with patriarchy and prophets, apoft}es, 
m^rtyr$i» and oonfefTors, vfitlf. devput 
and iiqm:ned bifliops, ai^l others^^ who 
qnc9 ^^roed the church by their lives* 
aj>d l>^ve continued; iince their deaths, 
throiigh manygenerationst to ediify her 
by their writings.. Here they coold 
rally. their fcattered thoughts* and Bx 
tJ;^etn,upon fubjeifU, whence they might 
extra<^ real profi^tj^ and durable pleafure. 
For Qieditations, while employed* in a 
geniyraj and curiary way, upon a variety 

of 
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ftteotipn which cqU^^b: apd ooi^t* and 
f cmders. th^m oper^vf , A/id an: abili^ 
t^ h«^ow thftt iflfiik ^«|itioi]| io A «fiavird> 

^^tie of mivd k,zm?t^trrcqv^i^t^.ff3f tb« 
l«|tflJiament.of*true. wifjom* And 46 our 
(fsg^morktB talw; tfe^ ^infturc of Q«r cotn* 
fl«i3?*i p«rfft!M ^eriti/ioflUy fing^iged in 
the world are very liable to be corrupt* 
9d> .as well a$^4<'^^^« He who pafT- 
eth his time with men; of bafe aiul an- 
tiicdptuiral tenets^ will injfeniibly be-«- 
cpme oi^e Ojf them> and will £ind> wheo 
it is too late^ that ^' evi} commanications 

■ 

.^*«orxuf!t" good ; principksf i|b well a$ 
tfgood maoinj^rs/' The unflerftanding 
vf\\l be blinded^ and the heart hardened : 
w>idom will befhut out at every avenue; 
and the man will fit down in darkneft 
and.depravity^/or the remainder of hi$ 
44ys» determining with himfelf that 
thtrc is no fuch thing as truth, without 
ever being at the trouble of making the 

enquiry. 



4^ ConJUkr^MsmiUtjife aftd Dhttb 

«i«T Jll. eftqahy; Happy, therefore, is he who; 
like St. ya6n, ^endetli his earfy days 
in |>rivlaey, <afid'thenei%co^uuntetH'him- 
M£ t$«€^s^:^th the ^x^ll^ricies iUKl 
pepfeiaiOtts' 'of diN4fte' 4Kri<aom. For 
»* WifddmJ k ^Idtidu*,* «wf ncvter fadetfa 
**9.vfAyi yea, (he is eaifify feen of* them 
** that love her, and found o£ fucti as 
•* feek hch:- %hk preVeiifteth tfeem^ that 
«« defire^ hiiJ^ in naafttng ^herffeir ^fft 
*» kndv^fl ' unto thetti. Whofo €ttheth 
«*her iftarlythall have'tfo great travel, 
«*for he fhall find' hct ^tting at' his 
** doors'*." . 

Uf oN the fame principle, we may 
account it one of the no fin^l a<^an- 
tages which St, y^ifi/z •enjoyed by his re- 
troat iAio the vrildertiefs, that he was 
thereby -delivered from the vain jang- 
lings of the many religious fefts and 
factions, at that time in yudea. ¥6t 
the auth<frs and abettors of fuch are na- | 
tttFally-confihed in their views, and ob- ^f 
ftrudted in their fearch after truth, by 
having a(Fa«ied it for a firft principle, 
that ** they are the men, and that wif* 
^^ dom muft needs live and die with 

* Wifdom. vi. 12. 

*' them." 



It 



: ^ iS/. John Ai^ Baptist. 4? 

^< thcin." Hmce they* beo^3(Xfi ixiorc Sect .IH, 
£bUcitx>us about the defence, of their owa"^ 
particularities agaihft thofe of other fee- 
tariesy than catsftil to advance and pro* 
pagate the. general principles of trye rer 
ligion. This hath been but too much 
the cafe. for fame time pa^ in Chriflen- 
dom» ^vrhich, like Jerufalem before it's 
deftruiStiour is crumbled intq innunier* 
I ^le parties, biting and devouring one 

\ another ; inibmuch; that it is now diffi* 
I cult for one writer to lay. down a pofi- 

, tion in theoldgy^ which another fhall 

not immediately fet himfelf to contro* 
^ yert with all his might, as heretical and 

a^chriftian. The difpute foon becomes 
a trial of ikill, and the paflions and pre- 
judices of the combatants fpread a cloud 
over the queftion, in which truth and 
charity often vanifh together. Thus 
dark and tempeftuous are thefe lower 
regions* But, by fludy and meditation 
^ , in.iblitude, the Chriftian, in heart and 
mind, afceadeth to a purer element, 
from whence he beholdeth the ftorms 
produced by contending factions far be* 
neath him, and expatiateth at pleafure 
in thofe fields of light and ferenity, 
, ,. . ' which 
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smtJU. which open them&lves cMti all GAm to 
^'^^^^^hh view- He cobfd«th Ikimfidf hy 
contemplatiiig the church, as ihe for-^ 
merly fttbfifted in origioal puritjr and 
unity, and u ihe will hereafter eaift in 
her triumphant ftite above, UrJieti her 
members of every age -and nation i2ia/i 
all lift up their voices together, and 
make their found to be heard as one, in 
giving Glory to Godf and^ to ^e L#am&. 
Difencumbered of paifions and ptt^^^ 
dices^ he foUoweth after the truth which 
leadeth to godlinelV^ and the wifdcOA 
whole en4 is falvation. 

For the attainment of that wi/ciom 
a thi^d thing requifite is divine illonil^ 
nation. Wildom is one of tlu>fe <^goDd 
^< and perfe<5t gifts/' which ** caiae 
*^ down from the Father of lights/' and 
mud be fued fcr^ with httmilil(y and 
fervoary in petitions like thefc — ^•^ Give 
«< me wifdom that fitteth by thy throtaoy 
'< and rejedt me not irom among thy «j 
'^ children ^«^ For though a man be 
^< never ib perfeA among the^iihildreii 
^x)f men, yet if thy wi^ofti be iioiji 
^with hUn/ he (halt be nochiikg re^> 
<^ garded -— O&nd bi&t out of thy holy 

^* heavens> 
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** heavens, and from the throne of thySECTJttt, 
** glory, that being prefent flie may la- 
** bour with me, that I may know what 
** is pleafing unto thee. For (he know- 
•* eth and underftandeth all things, and 
* ** fhc fhall lead me fbberly in my do- 
•• ings, and preferve me by her power 

** For what man is he that can 

•* know the counfel of God j or who 
** can think what the will of the Lord 
♦* is, except thou give wifdom, and fend 
•• thy Holy Spirit from above*?" Such 
^ gracious promifes are made, and are 
ready to be fulfilled to the retired Chrif- 
3 tian. Let but the pollutions, and dif- 

^ tradions of the world be removed, and 

J the wifdom which ** is firft pure, and 

then peaceable,*' will enter in. To 
receive the law, Mofes was called away 
from the congregation to the top of the 
mount. Ezekiel beheld the viflons of 
God, while a folitary captive upon the 
banks of Chebar. Daniel was informed 
concerning the reftoration of yertifalemf 
and the advent of Meffiah, on the even- 
ing of a day dedicated to retirement, 
for the purpofes of fading and prayer* 

• Wifd. ix. 4. 

G St. John 
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$fiCT.m. St. John was an exile in the defolate 
Patmos^ when the glorious icenes de— 
fcribed in the book of Revelation were 
made to pafs before him» and he was 
enabled to extend his view, through all 
the different revolutions of empires, and 
periods of the church, to the end o£ 
time. And although we no more look 
for vifions and revelations from heaven^ 
yet from thence we expert, according 
to the moft fure promife of our Mafter, 
the gift of the Spirit, to blefs and pro- 
fper us in our ftudies, to open to us the 
fcriptures, and our underftandings, that 
we may under ftand them. The fame 
Spirit that gave the word, giveth like- 
wife the interpretation thereof. And the 
latter, as well as the former, is beft re^ 
ceived in folitude, which appears to be 
thus admirably calculated for the attain- 
ment of mfdom^ as it requireth ftudy 
and attention, a difpafiionate and un* 
prejudiced mind, and that illumination 
which is from on high. 

Sin, in the language of fcripture, is 
fiyled folly, to intimate to us, that true 
wifdom and holinefs are infeparable , 
companions. That, therefore, which 

con- 
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conduceth to the acquifitioq of one^ Sect.!!;. 
can never bear an unfavourable afpeft 
toi^ards the other ; and folitilde will be 
found the beft nurfe oi fanElity^ more 
particularly as it confifteth in the exer« 
cife of mortification. 

This is a work which no man can 
iet about^ until he knoweth what thofe 
failings are, to which he isfubjedi:. And 
fuch is the power of felf-love, that the 
perfon concerned is generally the lad 
whb comes to a kno\{)ege of this moft 
important point. If neither the fidelity 
of his' friends nor the malice of his ene- 
mies let him into the fecret, there is 
only a third way in which it is poffible 
for him to become imafter of it, which 
is felf-examination, conftantly, fincerely, 
and thoroughly praftifed. And this re- 
quireth ilated feafons of retirement ; 
for want of which, we fee thofe, who 
are engaged in a circle of bufinefs, or 
pleafures, living entire ftrangers to them- 
felves and their own infirmities, though 
intimately acquainted with the follies 
and foibles of all around them. ^* In 
" the night,'* the pfalmift tells us, he 
^' communed with his own heart,, and 

G 2 ** his 
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$£CT.m. '^ his fpiiit made diligeat ibarcH *«" 
Then iilence and folitude afforded hitxi 
an opportunity of fcrutinizing the tem- 
pers of his foulft of difcovering the ma- 
ladies to which he was inclined^ and of 
applying the proper remedies to each« 

That medicines may be adminl- 
ftered with fuccefs^ it is neceilary to cot 
off the provifions, which nouriih and 
increafe the diforder*. The world, in 
the cafe before us^ is full of fuch pro- 
vifions f and thfreibr^e the patieot piuft 
withdraw, for a while, from the in^- 
fluence of it's tpmptation?, " Whore 
«' no. wood is> the, ^re goeth outV' 
Remove the objeA, and the p^^on will 
by degrees die .aw^y. In fplitude, the 
pleafures aqd gloriesi of the world i)o 
longer .ftrike upon .the fenfes, and foli- 
cit th^ affedions. The foul, therefore, 
in this fituation, like pne efcap^d out of 
a battle to a place of • fecurity, hath 
leifure to refled upon her conditioni and 
to provide for her future fafety. By 
looking into herfelf, flie perceiveth how 
jnuch fhe ftandeth in need of mercy 

* Pf. Ixxvii. 6, 
} Vrcfv. xxvi, ZQ. 
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and ^race ; ^nd then ihe is naturally SfrcrJLil. 
led to look up to heaven^ as the only 
place from whence they are to be obr 
tained. The former of theib profpe£):$ 
EU^tib her with compun&ioni and caufeth 
her tp ipourn for her fins with ^that 
godly forrow which worketh a repent-^ 
ance never to be repented of ; th^ latter 
encourageth her. tOrpour forth herfelf in 
continual prayer to the; God of her fal- 
V9tif)n, until hp have mercy upon her* 
St^ Pejery wh^fi reminded of his p^ence 
by the crowing of the cock, and the 
afietftionate look of an abjured Mafter^ 
vtfent out £:om the high prieftts haU 
where he was, and in folitude, with 
ilrong crying and^ tears, qiade fupplica- 
tion for pardon and peace. In retire-- 
ifnent it is, that we find ourfelves beft 
$ible to prai^fe all the holy arts of ab-» 
flinence and felf-denial, fo needful for 
the perfeaing repentance by mortifying 
the. whole body of fin. 
. Wh £ N men cannot be induced vo- 
luntarily to take this courfe^ they are 
often forced into it by Providence vifit- 
ing them with fome heavy calamity, 
which by a flroke, like the amputation 

of 
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SECTjll.of a limb, fcvcrc but falutary, iepara-* 
ting them at once from the world, fhall 
oblige them to converfe firft with them- 
felves, and then with God. Thus \^fas 
Babylon's haughty monarch driven, in an 
extraordinary manner, from fociety, to 
learn humility in the fields and woods, 
until he acknowledged the power and 
the righteoufnefs of the King of heaven. 
And thus the idolatrous and' fuperla-^ 
tively wicked Manajfeb became a fincent 
and hefarty penitent in the folitude of a 
Chaldean prifon. Nor can we but ad- 
nfiire, upon this occafion, the wifdom 
and goodnefs of God in fending fick- 
nefs, as a preparative for death. Sick- 
nefs takes a man, as it were, out of 
this fcene of things, to fit him for an* 
other. It draws the curtain between 
him and the world, (hutting out all- it's 
cares, and all it's pleafures. It puts 
away his idle and noify acquaintance 
far from him ; and having thus fecured 
his attention to the one thing needful, 
gives him ideas of the nature of fin, and 
the importance of death, the vanities 
of time, and the glories of eternity, to 
which he was before an utter ftrangcr. 

.Now 
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Now appear to him, in their proper Sb^tJII. 
colours and natural deformity, the dia- 
bolical nature of pride and envy, the 
brutality of intemperance, the folly and 
torment of lafcivioufnefs, the wretched- 
nefs of avarice, and the ftupidity of 
iloth. Now he hath no longer any un- 
lawful defires, and grieves that he ever 
had fuch. Now he is what he always 
ought to have* been, and wha( retire- 
ment, at proper feafons, fhould and 
would have made him. 

In morality, as in huibandry, the 
preparation of the foil is a great ftep 
towards the produdtion of a plentiful 
harveft. If carnal defires are dead in 
us, all things belonging to the Spirit 
will live and grow in us. If the affec- 
tions are difengaged from things on 
earth, the difficulty of the work is over ; 
they will readily and eagerly lay hold on 
things above, when propofed to them* 
If the fnare of concupifcence be broken, , 
and the foul be delivered out of it, fhe 
will prefently fly away, on the wings 
of faith and charity, towards heaven. 
They who have duly pra£tifed mortifi- 
cation in the fchool of retirement, will, 

at 
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Sect.iu. at their appearance in the worlds afford 
it the brighteft examples of every thing 
that is *' honeft, juft, pure, lovely, and 
" of good report." 

We may, therefore, conclude, that 
he who defires to undertake the office 
of guiding others in the ways of wif- { 

dom and holinefs^ will beft qiialify hith^ 
felf for that purpofe by firft paffing fome 
time in a ftate of fequeftration from the 
world I where anxious cares and dela«* 
five pleafures may not break in upon 
him, to diilipate his attention ; where 
no fceptical or feftarian fpirit may blind 
his underftanding , and nothing may i 

obftrud: the illumination from above ; 
where every vicious inclination may ht 
mortified through grace, by a prudent 
application of the proper means^ and 
every frefti bud of virtue, fhelte^ed^ fromf 
noxious blafls, may be gradually reared 
up into (Irength, beauty, and fragrance ; 
where, in a word, ^' he may grow and 
** wax ftrong in fpirit, until the day of 
" his fhewing unto Ifrael/* 
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SECTION IV. 

Cori/iderations on the Prophecies relative 
to St. John »i the Old Tejiament. 

BEFORE we proceed to view theSscTjv. 
Baptift in the exercife of his mi- 
niftry; it will be proper to look back 
to the predictions in the Scriptures of 
the Old Teftament, concerning his of- 
fice and character. We fhall begin 
with that remarkable one, ** Behold, I 
** will fend you Elijah the prophet, be- 
^* fore the coming of the great and 
^* dreadful day of the Lord. And he 
" fhall turn the heart of the fathers to 
** the children, and the heart of the 
** children to their fathers, left I come, 
" and fmite the earth with a curfe *." 

As there was amongft the Jews a 
general expectation of MefHah's appear- 
ance, at the time when he did appear, 
fo an opinion likewife prevailed, that 
the world fhould be firft prepared for 
his reception, in fome extraordinary 

* Mai. iv. 5, 6. 

H ' manner. 
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Sect.iv. manner. But wrong ideas of his ap- 
pearance and kingdom introduced mif^ 
takes with regard to the perfon who 
ihould precede and proclaim him. Ac- 
cording to the notions then current, oi:^ 
caiioned by applying to his firft advent 
the prophecies which belonged to his 
fecond, Mefiiah was to come in power 
and majefty, to confer on the fons of 
Jacob dominion over the Gentiles, and 
make Jerufalem the metropolis of the 
world. And by mifunderftanding this 
prediftion of Malacbu they had ima* 
gined, that Elijah the T^ijbbite ihould 
return from heaven, as his precurfon 
For this reafon it was, that when the 
fanhedrim fent a mefiage to St. Jobttj 
defiring to know, whether he wer6 
Eliai ? he anfwered, ^^ I am not :" not 
the Elias by them intended and expe<£t- 
ed. But that St. John was the peribn 
foretold by Malacbi under the name of 
Elias^ we have the declarations of our 
Lord htmfelf to his own difciples, 
<< Elias is indeed come ' ;*' and to the 
Jews, " If ye will receive it, this is. 
<^ Elias which was for to come. He 

* Mark iz. 13. 

^' that 
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« 

** that hath cars to hear, let him hear*/' Sect.iv. 
By thefe expreilions it was evidently 
Chrift's intention to put his hearers up-* 
on the fearch after fomething moire than 
the words^ in the bare letter of themji 
might feem to contain. He directed 
them to go deeper into things^^ to fludy 
with attention the mifllon of the Bap^ 
tift^ , his office and character 5 to com-* 
pare together perfons^ times^ and events ; 
and fo to difcover, in what fenfe Joibn 
was E/ias, and why Malacbi had given 
him that appellation. But if they did, 
this» and were once brought^ in the 
perfen of yohn^ to acknowledge Elias 
who was to precede the Meffiah, they 
muft neceffarily, in the perfon of J^fus, 
acknowledge the Meffiah whom Elias 
was to precede. And therefore, as they 
were obftinately reiblved not to own the 
Mafter, Chrift knew they would not 
recognize the fervant> or receive this 
faying concerning him. Thus when 
the chief priefts and elders interrogated 
our Lord in the temple> ** By what au- 
^* thority dofl thou thefe things » or 
** who gave thee this authority ? I will 

* Matt. xi. 14. 

H 2 " alfo," 
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SectJV." alfo/' faid he, " afk you one queftion^ 
" The baptifm of John, was it from 
** heaven, or of men ?" They perceived 
the dilemma, and having confidered 
confequences, made the only Jafe an- 
fwer, " We cannot tell * ;" an anfwer 
which did honour to their prudence and 
their caution, but certainly at the ex- 
pence either of their wifdom, or their 
honefty. As fitting in the chair of 
Mofes, they ought to have known whepce 
the baptifm of JoJbn was ; and if they 
did know, they ought not to have been 
. fliy of declaring it. 

That St. JoAn was the E/ias pre- 
di(fted by Malachi, we have alfo the tef- ^ 
timony of the angel ^ at the annuntia- 
tion of his birth, who cites the very 
words of the prophet ; " He fhall go 
" before him in the fpirit and power of 
" Elias, fo turn the hearts of the fathers 
" to the children] &c. And if this be 
the cafe, it follows by neceflary infe- 
rence, that by " the great and dreadful 
*' day of the Lord," before the coming 
of which Elijah is promifed, Malachi 

* Matt. xxi. 23. 
^ Luke i. 7, 
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intends, primarily and immediately, the Sect.iv. 
day, not of the world's, but of Jeru^ 
Jalem's deftruftion. For want of advert- 
ing to this, an opinion hath prevailed 
among Chriilian interpreters, that the 
v^hole prophecy relateth principally to 
thcday of judgment, and to the appear- 
ance of an Eliasy who (hall then pre- 
cede Chrift. Whether there will be 
iuch an Elias at that time, and fo the 
fecond advent will iymbolize with the 
firft in the circumftance of being pre- 
vioufly proclaimed by a harbinger, like 
St. Johiy fent for that purpofe, is a fpe- 
culation with which we fhall not at pre- 
fent concern ourfelves, refting fatisfied 
with the application of the prophecy, 
upon infallible grounds, to the perfon 
of the Baptift, the undoubted forerun- 
ner of our Lord, when he came to vifit 
us in great humility, 

God puniftieth not finners, till he 
hath firft invited them to repentance. 
He giveth fair warning before he ftrik- 
eth ; and a day of grace, in which mercy 
may be fought, and pardon found, al- 
ways goeth before a day of vengeance 
and extermination. Elias was fent ** be- 

*^ fore 
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Sect JV. " forc the cQxniog of the grpat and 
" dreadful day of the Lord;" John call- 
ed his countrymen to turn from their 
fins, and believe in their Meffiah, e'er 
yet the defolations of Jerujdlem exhihitr 
ed to the wondering nations a fpecimen 
of that ahnighty power and inflexible 
juAice, which fhall one day lay the 
world itfelf in ruins, 

Th e third chapter of Maiachi con- 
taineth a moft evident and clear pre- 
didion of Mefliah*fiiJ advent, with that 
of his precurfor St. John. ** Behold, I 
«* will fend my meflenger, and he (hall 
^* prepare the way before me ; and thl5 
" Lord whom ye feek ftiall fuddenly 
'^ come to his temple, ei^en the meflcnr 
" ger of the Covenant whom ye delight 
*' in : behold he (hall qome, faith the 
" Lord of hofts." The prophet goes 
on to foretell the eifedts of Chrift's ad- 
vent in the feledion of a peculiar peo- 
ple, and the purification of a new prieft- 
liood, to offer new and acceptable of- 
ferings, " But who may abide the day 
^* of his coming, and who (hall ftand, 
" when he appeareth ? For he is like a 
^^ refiner's fire, and like fuller's foap. 

And 
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^ And he fliall fit ^ n refiner and pari- Sect.iv. 
^< fier of filver 5 Jind he (hall puriiFy the 
** fonsi of Levi, and purge them as gold 
^* and filver, that they may offer untd 
die Lord an coring in righteoufnef^I 
Then fhall the offering of Judah and 
^« Jerufalem be pleafant unto the Lord, 
•* as in the days of old, and as in for- 
<* rtier years 5" pleafant as in the days 
when dieir fathers ofi^red in faith, and 
the deiire of Meffiah's appearance was 
the ruling paffion of their fouls. Th^ 
reft of the chapter is employed in re-*- 
proving the rebellion, facrilege, and in-' 
fidelity of the Jews; and the fourth 
chapter opens with a defcriptioA df the 
day fatal to Jerufaktk — <* Behold the 
^* day cometh that fhall burn as an oven^ 
'< and all the proud, yea and all that do 
*^ wickedly (hall be ftubble, and the day 
<^ that cometh ihalt burn them up^ faith 
«* the Lord of hofts, that it ftiall leave 
" them neither root nor branch." For 
the confolation of the faithful, God by 
his prophet again foretelleth Meffiah's 
advent, with the increafe, victory, and 
triumph of the chureh — ^' But unto 
*' you that fear my name, ihall the sun 

, OF 
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Sect.iv. <<oF RIGHTEOUSNESS aiifc, withr 

'^ healing in his wings 3 -and ye ihall go 

^^ forthy and grow up as the firftling^ 

'^ of bullocks : and ye fhall tread down 

" the wicked; for they (hall be afhes 

" under the folcs of your feet, in the 

" day that I fhall do this, faith the Lord 

** of hofts." In the mean time, ** Re- 

** member ye the law of Mofes my fer- 

*' vant, which I commanded unto him 

" in Horeb for all Ifrael, with the fta- 

*' tutes and judgments." And then, 

when the law hath done it's office, and 

prophefied for the appointed time, 

** Behold I will fend you Elijah the 

^* prophet I* not the perfonal Elijah, 

but,, as the angel expoundeth it, one 

to preach and live after the model of 

his example, in his " fpirit and power/'* 

Thus, in the prophecy of Ezekie/, where 

God foretelleth the union of I/rael and 

Judah in the days of Meiliah, he faith, 

" They fhall be my people, and I will 

" be their God, and David my fervant 

*\ fliall be their prince for ever *." Not 

that Chrift was to be David rifen from 

the dead, or, when he dame, was to 

* £zek. zzxvii. 23, 

bear 
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bear his name> but was to be, in ccr- Sect.iv. 
tain refpefts, like David, conquering 
theenemies, and fitting upon the throne 
of I/rael. So the forerunner of Meffiah 
was not to be EJijaA defcended from 
heaven, nor Wzs he^ at his manifefta- 
tion, to be called by that name, but was 
to be like him in his office and charac- 
ter. Such a mefTenger, faith God» *' I 
•* will fend, before the coming of the 
** great and dreadful day of the Lord," 
that is, the day that fhould ^^ burn like 
** an oven," the day of yerufalem's de- 
flru£tion, mentioned in the iirft verfe. 
*« And he fhall turn the heart of the 
** fathers to the children, and the heart 
<< of the children to the fathers, left I 
** come and fmite the earth," or " the 
** land, with a curfe." In the citation 
of this paiTage by the angel, one part* 
of it is paraphrafed — ** To turn the 
^^ hearts of the fathers to the children^ 
^^ and the difobedient to the wifdom of the 
^^juji^.'* The meaning of the whole 
feems to be, either, that men of every 
age and every difpofition (hould be uni- 
ted in truth and charity ; or, as fome. 

* Luke i. ij^ 

I learned 



66 Cor^aihfu m tie Ufe and Dtatk 

crjv.learned cxpofitors undcrftaitd the paA 
iage, that St. John fhould bring many 
of the Jcw8 to have the fame heart and 
mind which their fathers and progeni- 
tors had, who feared God, and beKeved 
his promifes j that fo their fathers rm^U 
as it were, rqotce in them, and own 
them again for their children ; \n other 
words, that he fhould convert them to the 
faith of that Chrift whom their fxtbers 
hoped in, and looked for j as it was ^d 
by the angel, ** Many of the chilcfren 
*• of Ifrael fhall he turn to the Lord 
** their God * j" left, all continuing ob- 
iftinate in their unbelief, till the day 
when a rejected Saviour ihould vifit an 
apoftatc people, the curfe fhould be 
univerfal. 

Besides thefe notices afforded us 
by Malacbit there is a prophecy on the 
fame fubjed in the xL* chapter of 
ijmabt to whifcfh St. John referred the 
priefts and levites, when they preffed 
hitti, faying, "Who art thou, that we 
** Wiay give an anfwer to them that fcnt 
"US? What fayeft thou of thyfcif? 
** He ifirid, I am the voice of one crying 

* Luke i, r6. 

"in 
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** in the wildcrnefs, xnake fitraight theSscT.iv. 
** way of the Lof d, as faid the prophet ^ 
. " Efaias*." But let us take a view of 
the whole context, as far as it concern3 
our prefent purpofe. 

Is A I. XL. J. " Comfort ye, comfort 
^* ye my people,' faith your God." 

Tu E future manifeilation of Chrift's 
Jkingdom is reprefented to the prophet 
in fpirit, with the concomitant figns and 
circumftances of it. He hears the Voice 
of God dire<9ting his fervants to conifort 
his people, by proclaiming certain glad 
tidings which had been communicated 
to them. Thefe glad tidings were the 
tidings of the Gofpel. The perfons to 
whom they firfl: came were Zachariait 
the bleffed Virgin, Bimeon^ and uinna^ 
who compofed facred fongs upon the 
K)ccafion, and fpake of Mefliah's advent 
** to all fuch as looked for redemption 
** in Jerusalem ^/' The iame tidings 
were afterwards publilhed by the Bap- 
tift, theu by Chrift himfclf aud his 

a Jokn 1.113. 
* li«kc lit jp. 

I 2 apoftles. 
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;SECT.iv.apoftles, and have been ever fincc 
preached by their fucceiforsy whofe 
commiffion ftill runs — " Comfort ye, 
•« comfort ye my people.** 

2. " Speak: ye comfortably to Jeru- 

falem,^ and cry unto her, that j 
'* her warfare is accompli(hed» 
that her iniquity is pardoned : 
« for {he hath received of the 
Lord's hand double for all her 
fins." 

Good news fhoiild be related with 
a fuitable afpedl and accent. The man- 
ner ftiould correfpond with the matter. 
** Speak ye comfortably," or, as it is in 
the Hebrew phrafeology, *' to the heart 
** of Jerufalem ;" let your words be as 
cordials, to revive and chear her in the 
midft of her forrows and fufferings. 
The topics of confolation, to be infifted 
on, are three. Firft, *' Her warfare, 
or ** appointed fcrvice, is accompliflied; 
the dayls of her 'continuance under the 
yoke of bondage are expired ; the ful- 
nefs of time is come, for her pafling 
from that flate into the glorious liberty 

of 
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of the fons of God ; (he will now be Sect.iv. 
relieved from duty, and difmiffed from 
the ftation on which fhe' hath fo long 
watdied, iii expedition of the promifed 
redeniption ; (he will be *' delivered out 
*' of th^ hands of her enemies, to ferve 
*^ God without fear." Secondly, " Her 
*^'init|uity is pardoned ;" the expiation 
is tfbout to be made, which all her fa- 
cfifices and iuftratiohs prefigured, which 
all her prophets foretold; the ble(red 
perfoh is born, in 'whom God is well 
pleafed, both granting and atceptirig 
repentance unto ** falvation by the re^ 
** miffion of fins/' that men may be 
*^ juftified from all things from which 
^* they could not be juftified by the 
" law of Mofes,*' although men Were 
juftified UNDER that difpenfation , 
through faith in him that was then to 
come, according to the Gofpel preached 
before unto Abraham. Thirdly^ *^ She 
' «* hath, received of. the Lord's hand 
*^ double for all her (ins ;" (he, hath re- 
ceived greater benefits than (he had de- 
ferved puniflbments ; mercy hath rejoi- 
ced againft judgment; where fin aboun- 
ded, grace hath fopef abounded. 

3. The 
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** Th e voice of him diat crietb 

" in the wilderncfs, prepare ye 

the way of. the Lord, niake 

ilraight in the deXart a high 

way for our God," 
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Isaiah, whik xeciling the divine 
iQJ u;i(3:ioas to tho^e whioie office it (hoi;il4 
be HP ^< conifort Jervi^Uein/' ieemethto 
break off fuddenly, as . one interx^iptie^ 
in his difcourfe by ^tl^ found cS, a voice* 
And as if he had limned, -imkI pep^iv^d 
it to b^e the ibun^^ pf. that, voice, whicb 
fo many prophets and kings h^ ^^firod 
tfthie^r, and had not heard it» viz. the 
Vftice .proclaiming the acftual incarnation 
of Meiloahy^^^fs. breaks . iprfh in tranf^ 
port, ^* The voice of him that cripth 

** in the wildemefe! " 

> » . ■ ' 

Hark! cgkid i)^e the knefy dtfart 

cheari i 
Prepart the ^lUkty / a God, n God ap^ 

pears. 

The voice which thus £>uo<kd in the 
pFQpbet's «aK, fo iong before it wa« 

really heard ufnon the efMl^> "hms f^ 

of 
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of the Baptill, who, at the proper fea-SE€T.iY. 
ftm, was^ffent, to di/ppfe ^e hearts and 
zScStictii of men for the reception of 
ihair. Saviottf, when he fhould make 
his appearance. ^; 

4. «* EvEKT valley (hall be exalted, 
^ and every mountain and hill 
•* made low : and the crooked 
•^ ihall be made ftraight, and 
•♦ die rough places plain/' 



These are the words of the prophet 
.htmfdtf, unfolding the counfels of God 
ebncernmg the manner in which Mef- 
fiah's kingdom fhould be eftablifhed in 
the- wofWr and the alterations which 
muft necefiarily take place, in order to 
that end. «* Every valley fliall be ex- 
** alted 5^' to die poor in ifpirit:^ the 
kmfyand contrite fouls, the Gofpel'fhall 
be preached, and they flialt be exalted, 
in ftith and hope ---*' a^d every moun- 
^ tain and bill made low ;*' on the con- 
trary, pride of every kind, and in every 
fttape, whether exalting itfelf in judai- 
eal pharifaifm, or in gentile philbibphy, 
agamft the knowlege of God, £hall be 

made 
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« 

Sect.iv. made low, and fubdued to tl^e obedience 

' * • « • 

of Chrift : " and the crooked fhall be 
" made ttraight i" truth and redtitudc 
fhall fucceed to error and depravity — 
** and the rough places plain ;" every 
thing that' ofFendeth fhall be removed, 
and all difficulties and inequalities 
fmoothed, till unanimity and uniformity 
prevail. Thus fhall the way be prepa-' 
red for ahe King of Righteoufnefs to 
vifit his people, to dwell in them, and 
to walk among them. 

5. '* An d the glory of the Lord fhall 
<' be revealed, and all flefh fhall 
" fee it together; for the mouth 
" of the Lord hath fpoken it-" 



V 



Immediately after the proclama- 
tion and preparation made by the Bap-» 
tifl, the Divinity was revealed in human 
nature, God was manifefled in the flefh, 
feen and converfed with by all ranks 
and degrees of men, high and low, 
rich and poor, Jews and Gentiles, Pha- 
rifees and Saducees, publicans and fin« 
ners. The accomplifhment of this^ part 
of Ifaia}i% prophecy is exaftly related by 

St. 



k 



i:..^^Sf>.Mm the Kapti ^t. 7j 

St. Join the Evangclift, in the follow- Sbct.iv. 
ing terms ; " The word was made flefli, ^^'"'^^^''^ 
** and dwelt among us, and we beheld 
*« his GLX)'RY/th6 ^l(ir)rias^(^ the only 
*^ begotten of the Father, full of grace 
^^and^trutli »;^' i\^ '''- - ^ ^^ • 

Thus wt have'^feeh iinder^Tiat cha,- 
radter the Baptifl is held forth to us in 
jf:ti^j,^rfifii<5tiQ«§ o£ the prophets cQn- ; 

,<j9rftiflg him* ,as;bnft.who,iho.ul4go be-' - ^ • 

%e MeiU^h in *Ae jgidt .ajx4j jiPAyer of 
^«^, fo pffod^pj^a*Rid p^^paw jtHftjWay 
for tl;te;adyent9f,<^4 i»f.arii}ajte.j "How 
pcrfedly» during thje courfe qf hjs mi- 

appeal w tbu^ i^&q}ie»t fei^ions. 



«. 1 V 



'■ /ohn'i. 14. 






•«»-■» • '• 



^ /I J J 



.1 



» . . 









• :i ' « • » 1 > 



^ f 



..'♦I )' • t .♦:•..• 



, }{\- t 



» • .... . . ^ , 



» * t 






»• "^ ♦iV 












n^ Cmjiderations on the Life and DeafB 



SECTION V. 

\ 

Confiderations on the appearance^ doSlrin^^ 
and baptijm vf^, St. John. 

t 

SectA^.^ rTpH e days of St, Jo/m^s retircmcAt 
JL were ndw ended, and he was to 
e:)i:change the pleafures of contemplation 
for the far different fcenes of an adtive 
life ; to behold, with grief and indig- 
nation, the fins and follies of mankind^ 
the fight of which niUfl: needs be monp ^^ 
grating and afHidting tor his righteous 
foul, than ^ garment of earners hair 
could be to his body i to encounter the 
oppofition of a world that would be 
fure to take arms againft him, from the 
moment in which he flood forth a 
preacher of repentance and reforma- 
tion. But no good could be done to 
others in folitude, no converts could be 
made in the defarts ; and he muft there* 
fore quit even the nqiofi: refined and til* 
alted of intelledbual enjoyments, as every 
minifter of Chrifi; ihould be ready to do, 

when' 
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i^hen charity dictates an attendance on Sbct^. 
the neceffities of his fellow creatures. 

Yet let it be obfcrved, that St* John 

"was thirty years of age, when ♦* the 

** word of God came to him in the wil- 

•^ dernefs %" and commiffioned him to 

enter updn his miniAry ; and the holy 

Jefus like wife was of the fame age, 

vdien inaugurated to his office, by the 

viiibJe defcent of the Spirit upon him 

at his baptifm; to intimate, perhaps, 

that neither the exigences of mankind, 

nor a confcioufnefs of abilities for the 

work, can be pleaded as a fufficient 

warrant for a man to run before he 

is ient, and take the facred office up « 

on himfelf, without a regular and law* 

ful call^ The inilitutions of God are 

not without a reafon, and he will not 

, be fer vcd by the breach of his com^ 

mandments. 

The place to which the Baptift iirft 
repaired is Ayled "the wildernefs of 
*f Judea ^" a country not like the yaft 
and uninhabited dtfarts in which hq was 
educated, but one : thinly peopled, a 

'* » 

■ * Luke ill. 2, 
^ Matt. iii. i. Luke \\u 3. * 

. * '* K 2 com- 
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StcT.y. comparative wildemefs^ cholcn by< htfcn 
on account of it's bcnxleriog on the rivet*. 
Hither the inhabitants of* the neigh- 
bouring cities and villages prefbatly^ 
flocked in great numbers, attraded b^ 
the uncommon £indity of the xt^vr 
preachet; who thus came forth, on a. 
fudden, from the defarts, like one £rom 
another world, without any connedions 
in this, that no attachment might take 
him off from the duties of his high 
c^ling, or any way impede him in the 
exercife of it ; iince a man's worft foes . 
have often been diofe of his own houA 
hold, and the ties of flefli and blood 
have been known to prevail, whete ty- 
rants have threatened and inflided tof- 
turesi without effbd:. And as there is 
nothing fo directly oppofite to the prD« 
feflion of a prophet, nothing which fb 
foon or fo effedtually fullies his reputa^ 
tion, as a tendency to indulgence and 
lenfuality ; in him, who was ** niore 
** than a prophet V! we muft expefi: to 
find a perfedt crucifixion of the fleih, 
with it's affeftions and lufts. *« What 
** went ye out into the wildernefs to 

» Matt. ti. 9. 

«* fee ? 
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I 

f * fee ? A man clothfil in foft r^iiaeBt'i^'* SectJ 

]N[o9 the very reverfe ^ a man> like hi$ 

pre4lP9€riror Elijah, coarfly attired i ^f hi« 

f ^ raiment of camel's hair, with a^ |ea<* 

<^ thern girdle about his loins;" and 

coi^teot with the plaineft food that na-* 

ture could provide for him; <' his meatj 

Vjoci^fts, and wild honey ^j'' a man^ 

i^h^^fcf peribn, habits and mfmner of life^ 

wpre tbernfelves a fermon, an4 the heft 

iUi^rjition of the dp(^rine he was about 

fp teach; a proper perfon to prepare the 

way, for Chrift^, and introduce the law 

Xf^Hj^ gofpelj^ to (hew men what efFed 

thP Qne poght to have: upon them^ iri 

OTfief to. d^fpofq them . fqr the. ble0ings 

of'the Q^berj thai ipercy fnight &v« 

ivam the wrath which wftice had. de- 

Qpimc^di and Jefu^ comfort thofe whom 

il^f hiad.ca^r<;d tp inourn. 

TjirE »«£Uons of :a prophet, who ap- 
pears, like th0,Baptiii, with ^n extra* 
ordinary, miilion^ ihpugh they , are^ not 
to be irritated by ns according to th« 
Ifitt^r, may y^t <?pfi.vcy a moral of ge- 
neral ufe. There is no obligation upon 

» Matt. xi. 8. 
** Ibid. iii. 4. 

us 
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Sbct.v. us to be clothed with cameVs hair, and 
to eat hcujis and wild honey ^ nor are we 
commanded to abftain wholly from mne^ 
as St. ^ohn did, according to the pre- 
diftion of the angel concerning him, 
delivered at the annuntiation of his 
birth, ** He fliall drink neither wine nor 
" ftrong drink, and ftiall be filled with 
** the Holy Ghoft even from his mo- 
** ther's womb */* But who doth not 
here perceive, evidently marked out, 
the oppofition between fenfuality and 
the fpirit of holinefs, and the impoili- 
bility of their dwelling together under 
the fame roof ? ** Into a malicious foul 
** wifdom fhall not enter, nor dwell 
** in a body that is fubjed to fin. For 
the holy Ipirit of difcipline will flee 
deceit, and remove from thoughts 
*' that are without undedlanding, and 
** will not abide when tmrighteoufnefs 
** Cometh in \" As, therefore, *' no 
^* man can fay that Jefus is the Lord; 
« but by the Holy Ghoft %" who fpeaks 
in the fcriptures, who enlightens our 

» Lukei. 15. 
^ Wifd. i. 4. 
* 1 Cor. xii. 3. 

under* 
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und^rftandiags to viterpret ' them, ahdSKcr.v, 
who gives authority as \yell as ability 
to pr^h that great truth revealed in 
them^: every .minifter of Chrift^ who 
fucceeds- the Baptiftin the blefledwork 
of calling men to falvation, ihould mor-* 
tify the lufts oflthe flefh, that the 
graces of the Spirit: may liv^e/and grow 

/3T-a thorough mortification of the 
Q,e(trySUiycAn had gained a compleat 
viAory over -flie -world, which had no-< 
thing in it that he wanted* And herein 
conMed that ^redtnefs of his cfaarader 
foretold by the: angels " He Ihall be 
^^ great in the fight of the. Lord \'^ 
Earthly pageantry engages not the at-» 
tention of the fpirits above, unlefs ill 
be to pity fuch as itx their hearts upon 
it. They difcerned fomething more 
truly great in the perfon of the Baptift, 
when he came, forth' from the ;ddarts^ 
than in that of a triumphant monarch, 
at the head of 1 his victorious army. 
" Behold," faith om Lord, «* they that 
** wear foft clothing are in kings* 

» Luke i. ic, 

«* houfcs • }" 
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sicT.y. ^^ houfea."^ V* look for th^n imokkgiho 
s^ttehdants upon the princes of thif 
worlds md not amqng my i&vMpM^z 
They v^hothirft after temporal hofiomfs 
and /advantages^ inii£b got wihe^i&ifih 
thiags'ire to lariudLf: And let tbtixogo 
any ^ere,e rather 'than comie wLtp fbio 
chu^fkz-.vdth ifaicfe: ;d3d(po&tions« £o^ 
he who would perfuade others to.dei(|^i£b 
thb v»s>z\6\ while the ipvo of it aprpttars 
tOjdtreA^nd goveri^ ill. hia^own.adjifi^ 
can expi^A no be(fctet Aicedfs tkan it jofiay 
be foppo&id St. PeArr. would hw^xdtb 
with^rlobd he invited. t%fe# Iwbojilxxai 
withL-^hlnx I ibtind 1 tjbs:- fu'e ; in the . t^gii 
prieftralhaJit; Intaii^he ietviee of tliat 
mafteii; whom they had jnft btford 
beard hiti) deny. '^^ When thoattaDt 
t< converted^ ftrengdiea thy brethren S'^ 
attempt not toido ilbJtiU thony IcKl thoo 
QOt only &Adh into xrpndemnatknR^ ^jktf^. 
HfiMf bnt ia.yeft.a.ftumbling blodk^iiivthe 
wa)R aof jthe: weak> and caufeft the! iianria 
of God and his goffbl lo be; t&utifalaff: 
phemed thrQUgkl %> ibubl^iHUuiidod^ 
n^Siy While thy lifetisatvarianco wttk 

■ Matt. xi. 8. . . 

^ Luke zzii. 32. 

thy 
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'thy dwSbffeie. ' He-^o undtrtekes to Sect.v. 
tep#we th* ^^rldy'rhuft be one wfiom 
ik& P;oM chilli* rfejii-ovc. All tyct wili 
Ite ttfrfflf Mm ; Ms idHxins, hw wordy, 
Hi^ \«#5r ^ftur^s aAd !bbk6 v(rill be ob- 
i^#ved afifd cRHVdfltfd* fey Ms fliaf p fighted 
enemies: - It will therefore behove one, 
ft) eXjiofed 6tt all Mes; to abftain from 
ithe teaft A]ppeapdiicfe of e^l, t6 ftand at 
the uftfeoft diftirfce^^ffbitt temptation, 
a«*'t6 fft-e^ent evi^n t!ife poflibility of a 
ftd^teionV Tkt ax rtiuft be laid to the 
»ddtv ai*d the paffioris mortified, till the 
rfttft^b^tfie, in tfte emphaticai lan- 
guage <tf fc?iptUi*e, «* dead to fin%" as 
a- C6ip{e 18* t6 thte delights aild concerns 
of life ^'Thedcad' know not arty thing, 
^ nti^tt have they any more a portion 
*^ in '4riy thing' that- is dohe under the 

• Stra!I6e; thterdfore; as St. 3^^^;^'s 
appcstfance and' mariner of life might at 
' feKfe feeni,- f hey^ v^ere piiefently cxplain- 
6di wli^ lifebegan' to preach a doCfrine 
harfh and diftaftefiil tb fiefh and blood, 
as the garment Ke wore, and tlie food 

• Rom. vi. 2. 

* Ecclcf. ix. 5, 6. 

on 
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Sect.v. on which he fubfifted. " Repent ye C 
that is. Be converted, or changed, in 
heart and mind, in principle and prac- 
tice, from error to truth, from fin to 
righteoufnefs, from the fieih to the Spi- 
rit, from the world to God ; " for the 
<* kingdom of heaven is at hand * y a 
new and heavenly kingdom is about to 
be fet up amongft you, with new and 
heavenly laws, under a new and heavenly 
king, the promifed Mefiiah, and none 
bat men of new and heavenly tempers 
and difpbfitions can polSibly become the 
fubjedts of it. I am the perfon com- 
njiflioned to prepare you for your happy 
change, by calling you to repentance^ 
and to my baptifm which is "the bap- 
** tifm of repentance, for the remifikyn 
" of fins^" through faith in him " who 
<« Cometh after me,*' to confer pardon 
and forgivenefs. I am the niefienger 
foretold by Malacin and Ifaiab^ ient in 
this manner to prepare the way of hini 
who is your King, your Lord, and your 
God, now ready to be revealed, as the 
Saviour of men. ^< Repent ye, for the 

• Matt. iii. 2. 
^ Luke iii. 3. 

«* king- 
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«* kingdom of heaven is at hand." Thus SbctnV.^ 
did St. John lay the foundations of the 
evangelical edifice in mortification and 
ielf-denial ; nor did his blefifed Mafter 
afterward propofe the glories of a crown 
to any but thc^e who fhould be ready 
to take up their crofs in the way to 
them. 

Th e appearance of fandtity, put on 
by wtry impoftor, is a proof of the in- 
fluencCj which it hath, when genuine 
and unaffeAed, over the minds of men. 
The preacher will always be attended, 
who conforms to his own do(ftrine, and 
exemplifies it in his^ life, be that doc- 
trine ever fo rigid. No fooner was it 
known, ' that John, the fon of Zacba-^ 
yiaSf was come forth from the deiarts, 
and had begun to preach, but ^^ there 
** went out unto him Jerufalcm, and all 
^* Judea, and all the region round about 
" Jordan, and were baptized of him in 
** Jordan, confeffing their fins '/* The 
difcourfes pf the Baptift were (harp and 
piercing as lancets. He applied them 
home to the human hearty fwoUen with 
pride, and full of iniquity. And indeed, 

- * Matt. iU. 5,6. 

L 2 much 
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5^cT.v. B»«ch anxiety a^d Wfjpieiiwtegft iB^ 

miglH^ he previ^t^ ^Maotong U3 of il^s 
land^ if the members of ow dbirch 
)VQuld but follow her (Jifjo^ioDi 9A<i aa 
pften as their minds were oppcdSe4^ land 
they could not qvij*t their ,owfi . ooa- 
fciences, go *< to fome difcreet wA 

V learned minift^ of Gpd's word^ jand 
" qpeft tjxeir gfief, that they iliight ret* 
<* c.eiye the bien^efit of gbfolution, to- 

V gether with ghoftly counfel and ad- 
" vice," 

Tp E wijCdom and gjoodnefs of God 
are fef n in his manjjcr pi prc^oitioning 
his aids tp the exigences of his people^ 
and railing up reformers, wh^n religion 
jnoft needs their help, to revive the ^jue 
Spirit of it ajtnong men. If we view 
the ftate of things in Judea »it t^^o dif- 
ferent periods, we fhall foon pefccjivo 
hpw feafonaWy Elijah wa§ fci^jt at one 
time, and Jqbn the Baptift, thjjt f^^nd 
JEtlijab^ »t another • Eai^b wa« an acra 
pf diftingniihjed pprruption, but corrupi-. 
tiof* of a different fp^^ies. Puring the 
former, ixjplafry w^? the fafliioiiabjc er- 
ror, which ha4 fo^nd Jt's way into the 

,: .^ courti 



tP^fU ^od overspread tlic face of the Sect^^ 
church. The chaf!a<%erj!iiBcs lof the laN 
to: i^ere^ (Qn thi one haju!* a phariiai* 
cal hypocrify, a hoaft of moral xt&i^ 
m^e» which e^ifted OJxly in theory, and 
9 v^io confidence in a law which nobody 
obferved; on the other, a Sadduc^an 
tpfideUty^ oppofed to the national faith 
iind hppe, denying a refurredion, and 
future ftate of retrihutbn. EHjah tc- 
claimed the people from the worfhip of 
Baal to that of the true God ; J(^n 
called his hearers from unbelief^ hypo-» 
erify, and vice» to faith and holinefs. 

An ambaflador of heaven, fent to 
preach truth to thofe who are captivated 
by errpr, and righteoufnefs to thofe who 
^e enamoured of fin, will never pro- 
ceed far in the difcharge of his truft, 
unlefs he be endued with a fervent zeal 
for the cgufe and the honour of him 
that fent him. Every holy perfon is not 
bleilibd with a fpirit, any more than he 
16 invefted with a conuniffion^ to ap- 
pear in a public capacity^ to reprove 
rulers and kings, to look an angry world 
in the face, and overcome all the oppo- 
^tion it can raife againft him. Zeal, 

with- 



86 Confiderations on the Life and Death 

Sect^V. without holinefs to fupport it, like a 
meteor, will blaze and expire. Zeal, 
without knowlege to limit and direA 
it, will wafte and deftroy, like the ele- 
ment from the eifeA of which it takes 
it's name, when that has burft it's 
bounds, and rules where it ought to be 
in fubje£tion. But when knowlege and 
holinefs are firfl obtained, it is zeal 
which mufl quicken and difFufe them, 
as the fun doth light and heat, for the 
benefit of the univerfe. " Then ftood 
** up Elias the prophet as fire," faith 
the fon of Sirach, " and his word burnt 
** like a lamp\" And ourlrord, fpeak- 
ing of the Baptift, gives this account 
of him, " He was a burning arid a 
<* fliining light*'." His zeal was tem- 
pered with knowlege, for it gave light i 
and his knowlege was adtuated by zeal, 
for it was burning as well as Jhining. 
His fermons came warm from the heart 
of the fpeaker, and therefore found 
their way to that of the hearer, which 
was inflamed by them with the love, as 

» Ecdcf. riviii, i. 
* John V. 35, 

his 
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hh undefflanding was ailightened with SbctJEt. 
the.knowlcge of heavenly things. 

Lbt us view and conipare' together 
the zeal of Elijah, exerted before idola- 
trous Iffaei. aflembled at mount Carmeh 
and that difplayed by St* John^ when 
he faw the Pharifee^ and Sadducees 
cometo his baptifm. 

For the fins of the.people> and the 
iniquities of the prince^ in the days of 
Elijab\ heaven was clofed. over their 
headsy the bleffings of rain and dew 
WQre withheld till the divine author of 
tb^ni Should :be again acknbwleged> and 
famine ft.alkedi:hrough the land^ preach* 
iftg; jepentanee as (he went. Ifrael felt 
thd<wound> but owned not the hand 
that inflidled it* The Almighty had 
cooiUtuted the prophet, his vicegerent, 
and enjoined the.elements to &cbnd.him 
in the work of reformation. Abub and 
his fubjedts, inAead of confulting £//- 
^A. about the removal of their calami- 
ties, regarded him as the occafioi^ [of 
them, and the fqle " troubler of Ifrael.'* 
At the command of God, he prefents 
himfelf before the king, and tells him 

• Sec I Kings xvii, & xviii, " 

plainly 
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conveaed at m6im«£'iir/ttir/vwdreptfb^Md« 
^i Wiiyt bik ]iec bdtwetmtwo opitdohs ? 
^' If :>hdyah b^eod^iplb^hfiiav Bift 
'< if Bkial,. tii0isf(flb$(r.l^/' l^tfftiife 
{^oph^ts- a^ppmr od theficfeiof ^Baial and 
his kindred idols^ to the i^uMlbef (^ nine 
hundred and fifty : oti the fi^e of the 
true Go4f £^^/ ilands iisig^e^ The 
trial is made, ai^ the grand <|Uclfti<>A 
deto-minediby aviiSUe tdcen of t(i% i^ 
vine pnGfenoek i The nation returrW «» 
it's: diity^ idolatry is puniihed in it's W^ 
tarie3f thb heavea giireo rain^ atid tht 
earth brings'ibrth her iniCMaie^ 

O M the banks of Jordan M^ behc^di 
m the peffon.of St. ^i^«V artoAteif 
El^ahy reproving, the people^ of IJkiilgt% 
again) departed from the Lord< dl^ 
God». while fonoie; aa the j^fttiice^> vkst% 
hypocrites^ .md others; ai^ t^is Sadifliii^ 
eees , were iinbelieire«s« £qudiy a 
Airanger to fear and partiality^- ainl^ Af^ 
dued with a propbetieal pow» of diil^ 
ceming that ferpentf ne fublfety ^d- miH 
lignily. which hirked iMde!^ a fpecioui 
mtficfe, he nd^ukea theih fha^ly^ if by 

any 
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9iiy ^eans lie Qiight convince them of Sbct.v. 
On, and lead them to true repentance. 
'* P generation of vipers, who hath 
<< warned you to flee from the wrath to 
*^ come ? ** You, who feem to have 
taken pofleifion of the inheritance, as 
if Mefiiah would never appear to claim 
iti you, who truft.in yourfelves that 
' you are righteous, and defpife others ; 
come you to me, to be baptized with 
public^s and iinners? -What can be 
the reafon of all this ? What can be 
your motive ? The buiinefs in hand is 
not one to be trifled with. Hypocrify 
has no place here ; nor will the exter- 
nial fhew, without the internal work, 
in this cafe, avail to any thing, but 
conilem nation. '^ Bring forth therefore 
** fruits meet for repentance :** be not 
barren, but ** bring forth ;" bring forth 
not leaves only, or fair profeifions, pro- 
mifes, and defigns, but ^< fruits," or 
good deeds ; and fuch as may be " wor- 
•' thy'* of the tree on which they grow; 
fuch as may advance to maturity, and 
ripen into holinefs. <' And think not 
♦^ to fay within yourfelves. We have 
" Abraham to our father :" many will 

M here- 
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SficT.V. hererftet fey that, to Utile |)Ufp6ft. A 
ddfcent from the loiiid of Mhibam will 
profit hotte, ttut thofe who aW like -;^- 
iraham. His true children ate f«koned 
hy ifaith, not eonfengulnity. Imagine 
not that the favour of heaven is hiredi-* 
tary and indefeafible ih thfe line of Ahra^ 
ham according to the flefti, or that the 
divine promifes muft fail, if not mhde 
good to you ; ** for I fay unto you,^ that 
** God is able of thefe ftones to raife up 
** children unto Abraham i* by- the 
power of his grace he can make con^ 
vetts of nations at preftftt irttcriy bar- 
fen, unfhiitful, obduf^e> who fliall in- 
herit the bleffiftg which you rqed: Nor 
let the confid^ration, that Meffiah has 
(b long delayed his conaing, induce you 
to be careleiS and negligent : '* for now 
<* is the ax laki to the root of the tree t*' 
believe me, he is^ at hand j your trial 
will ibon be over, and your ftte deter- 
mined ; the decifive and irremediable 
ftroke will be ftnlck, if not preventied 
by a timely repentance, a fpcedy and 
real change of heart and manners f 
^^ every tree which bringeth not forth 
«« good fruit fhall be cut down and caft 

**inta 
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*^ into the lire," Hithprta God hath Spcx.v, 
iKTfi.with your eprocs a&d inicpiities, 
iHit he wlU 4q fo no .lopger^ , The law 
hftth been gi^iei^^ swwi the prop^h^ts have 
beeafenti bftt th«y are not regarded i 

nod iher^fwci he )9:epn»iQgi aft^r wh^^m 
A& i>^er < me^f^^r ^a t|9 be €pcpe<^od 
ifOitt abwe; He will b« the §avippr,of 
^\% \Hha% from a fepie .af their finsi 
Ml be TeMij ((> ei3fibf«Qe hm 9& Aich* 
I Mn not; tbftt period b^t'the kait ai^d 

lowefl of his fervants, fent before to 
giv^ notice of hia ipiH^oach^ and pre- 
pare yo^ to receiv* him* *^ I indeed 
*^ bapti?« yoa with water, wntp repent-r 
M ftHfie 1" b«t it 19 he who muft graot 
jTcmiffion of fi»a repented of; *^ he that 
^^ Cometh after me i? ojightier than J, 
^^ whofc flioft I Ain not worthy to bear 1" 
he brioga with hina almighty power 
from o» highj to pstrdoo iins^ and con^ 
fer grace; '< he (ball baptize you with 
<« the Holy Ghoft ai^d with fire," to 
finKftify your natures, to purify, en- 
Ugh(en» and inflame your hearts with 
Ibie 4?fire and love of cel^fti^l objefts. 
At his^ appearance, he will try and make 
manifefl the tempers; and difpofitions of 

M 2 men. 
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Sect.v, men. Deceit and hypocrify fliall not 
ftand before him. '^ His fan is in hi$ 
** hand, and he will throughly purge 
" his floor/' fifting and winnowing that 
which is good from that which feems 
to be fo; ** and he will gather his wheat 
** into his garner,'* tranflate to heaven 
all that is pure, fubftantial^ and fruit- 
ful ; ** but he will burn up the chaflF/' 
whatfoever is fallacious, light, empty, 
and barren, ^< with unquenchable fire," 
in hell. 

Such a diicourfe from fuch a perfbn 
occafioned great fearchings in the hearts 
of the people. They found all the vain 
opinions and prefumptions, on which 
they had been accuftomed to rely, fud- 
denly taken from them, and nothing 
left, but to put themfelves forthwith 
under the diredion of fo holy and hea- 
venly a preacher. With fear and trem- 
bling they applied to him, as the af^ 
frighted gaoler afterwards did to Paul 
and Sihs^ faying, " What fhall we do 
** then * ? " And when a penitent will 
afk advice of his fpiritual guide, with 
a determined refolution to follow it, he 

« Luke iii. ip, ^c. 

is 
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is not far from the kingdom of God. Sect^Y. 
H€ is ienfibie of his difbafe ; and that» 
in the maladies of the mind^ is half the 
cure. St. yoAn, in his anfwer/ enjoins 
n6t legal, but evangelical facrifices^ cx^ 
horting his converts to fhevr the fince^ 
rity of their converfion by loving their 
neighbours, and relieving their necefli- 
ties, as God had loved and relieved 
them. ^^ He that hath two coats, let 
<^ him impart to him that hath none i 
^* and he that hath meat let him do 
** likewife." .Thefe works of feeding 
and clothing the poor, including aU 
other a&s of mercy under them, are 
mentioned, as being the moft neceSkry 
and indiipenfable ; and he, fays a pious 
writer npon this paHage, who is not 
moved with his brother's mifery, de- 
serves to find God unmoved with his 
own. 

Amon 6 others that came to be bap* 
tized, were fome publicans^ or tax-ga- 
therers ; a fet of men, whofe employ- 
ment rendered them odious, as it often 
tempted them to court the favour of 
thofe who employed them, or to gra- 
tify their own avarice, by fleecing the 

people. 



^ ConJUerMimxmth6'L^an£Ii§atb - 

^BCT.v. people. Thefi^ alio were importunate 
with St. Jifbn^ %ifig, ^< Afid what (hall 
^ we do ? And he faid unto them^ 
^^ Exaft no more than that which is 
** appointed you." The TefleAions of 
the writer above<<K:itod, upon this cafe 
of the publicans, and the following one 
of the filSirSf are fi> extremely ien- 
fiUe^ judicious, and pertinent, that the 
rieader will have an ofaIigati6n to me, 
for prefenting him with them, : nearly 
as I find them* *' A wife preacher, like 
St. Johfip fhould diftinguifh the abufes 
of any ftate or condition of life fiom 
the condition itfelf ; he fhould be ib far 
from diflurbing either die peace of pri- 
vate conferences, or the public repofic, 
fay' condemning neccffary employmLents, 
that he ought carefully to promote both, 
by contenting himfidf with only re- 
trenching the diforders and injuftioe* 
tsS thoTe who etercife thbm. To be 
exa£k in not permitting any abuies rn 
employments of this nature, is to ferve 
the flate : and tbofe ioofe cafuifls, who 
sdlow and audiorize them, are pcrni- 
ciotts to governments » by rendering 
thefe employments odious to the people, 

by 
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by favouring tlidf marmjiringfi* by en- Stcr.v. 
cottiagii^ adi of in}iiftice» ud dicreby 
giving otcifioa to rebeUion ind itvok^ : 
^^ And the ibldkrs demaiided of him^ 
<< fayiii^. And what (hall we do ? And 
** he faid unto them. Do violence to no 
<^ maa, neither abcufe any faifely> . and 
^fhe content with your w^es/' Sc 
JtiAn here, in thie laA place, regulates 
die dttti^ of military pdrfonsy and (hews, 
ifaat no; condition is excluded from falf 
vidion> The bufinefe of war .is not in 
it&if at all oppofite thereto ; fincethece 
hfeive been. not only cbriftian^iiS^x, but 
eveft great iainta.and generous martyrs 
of that profefiion« If all war was con** 
trary to the golpel, St^ John would not 
have allowed thofe whp prefented theni<- 
&lve& before hina to continue in that 
ftate. However it is certainly full of 
ol^fbacks to falvatidn. Which very few 
fiittnount^ A ftate, which is generally 
embraced either out of paflion, or li« 
bertiAi&a, or through a blind deftina- 
tian vf birdi, the exercifes whereof are 
&> vioient and tumultuous, agrees but 
Httle with the exefcifes of chriftianitjF, 
or the fpirit of th^ goijpel, which ia all 

peace. 
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Sbct.v. peace^ charity^ and meeknefs. It is 
notwithAanding juft and neceflary^ that 
there (hould be men to defend the ftate ; 
but; it is ft^U more juft and neceflary^ 
that this fhould not be done at the ex- 
pence of falvation. , The grace of God 
can dp every thing ; this is what oagfat* 
to comfort thofe who intend to ferve 
bim in ferving their king and country/' 
Ok £ cannot but ob&rve the general 
agreement and harmony which feem to 
have prevailed^ at this time among men 
otherwife .of tempers and difpofitions- 
very different from/and oppofite to each 
other. Jews and Gentiles^ Pharifixs 
and Publicans^ Sadducees and Soldiers^ 
all confefs their iins^ and participate of 
the fame baptifm, all ftruck with ap* 
prehenfions of fome impending evil» all 
flying, from the wrath to come, forget-* 
ting their mutual hoftilities and anti*- 
pathies, and, like the. creatures in. the 
days, of, Noaby taking refuge together 
in the ark. As^if the prophecy of Ifaiab 
had now begun to receive it's ' accom* 
plifhment, the publicans, who, before 
the preaching of "Jobn^ were ravenous, 
as evening " wolves/' - became as in- 
nocent 



■xoofL as the ^* lands.'' T&tt ibldiers^ SecT.vi 
ii£b hack fa8B]iift>iinuciy^ fierce md cru< 
oi tUe^ Imo^'^ became; tBiBe: and tra6K 
idblftaatbei'^oi&'^.aiidiiili^ their 
HUrksita tfe jisake.afi the gD%d:;. Such 
o£ the ffftatfidGmsr likckviife;. who, befiore 
fkBaolbafMsfin^ haditteBn'vencnaous.ast]ii& 
♦•^a^" or •*codQ^kre^" did^ hy the 
wbrdijr oeanfltibgf of tfaisi baptifin, and 
tfaffi gmee lobicfa' <3od gasre thern^ te«» 
conuLitiJidiandc gesicb^ astfiC' fucking 
•* ifafem,!' or *« weanedi child/*/' 

TmrsTs atmcord: thus pcoduccdtin j^ 
dea by tfioe feramms* of St..^^i7, and 
tfao traittgolUty whick the wbode earth 
^^BO. cngc^i fittii^ quiet aK id were in 
ojr cf ^c Lofd^ betokened the 
i^Gbdhtiom ofi tdia Prince of peacd« 
^^Tksn) comftthiJefiiSLfromiG^tee t\i 
^' Jordtim to. John^ toi be bagticsed' of 
**"hiin W Aftet) thir^^n^arst paft in' re^ 
timmmttakiS^^zawM^ the. bleffed Jefiisr 
was: now tOr br^kB Jbnth^ like; the fuir 
frmn a« cloud;;, op ai iiiream from the 
hannls'ofTthe< earthy to enlightbn:maai->- 

■ See the Works of Dr. Thomas Jackfon^ ii. 522. 
^Watttiii; ij, &c; 
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Sbct.v. kind by his dodtrine^! and refreih them 
with the influences of his grace. \ The 
mighty concourfe of all ranks and de-!- 
grees of people attehding St« yobn at 
the river "Jordan^ rendered that the fit-^ 
teft place where he might firft fhew 
himfelf to the world. He who knew 
no fin, but was to take away the fins of 
all other men, prefented himfelf in the 
erowd of finners, as one of theni^ and 
iblicited *' the baptifin of repentance," 
not that water might faniftify him, but 
that he might ^^ fan<ftify water to the 
•* myftieal waihing away of fin/' 

CoNFouNDBD at the thought of the 
Mafter being baptized by the fervant, 
St. yohn at firft " forbad him, fayir^, I 
'^ have need to be baptized of thee, and 
♦* comeft thou to me ? And Jefus an- 
** fwering faid unto him. Suffer it to be 
*^ fo now, for .thus it becometh us to 
** fulfil all rigfateoufnefs. Then he fuf- 
** fered him/' Jefus Chrift, as con* 
defcending to ftand charged with . our 
fins, and, to that end, being '^ made 
" under the law %" was to fulfil the 
" righteoufnefs" of the law> as it con- 

* G«L iv. 4« 

fifted 
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fifted in an obedience to ceremonial Sect.v. 
rites^ as well as moral precepts. In the 
charad:er and capacity of ourfubftitute, 
he underwent circumcifion ^ although 
he had no fin of his own to be cut off; 
and received baptifni, although he had 
no pollution of his own to be wafhed 
away« What Chriftian can flight the or- 
dinances of the church, when he fees 
tlie Redeemer, for his fake, fubmitting 
to obferve.them all ? 
. N o fooner was Jefus baptized, but 
he " came up ftraightway" out of the 
river, like another yojbuay leading his 
people, through the waters of Jordan^ 
to the land of promife. And as he was 
^' praying,'* doubtlefs for fuccefs in the 
great work he had undertaken, ^* Lo, 
** the heavens were opened, and the 
** Spirit of God," encompafled, we may 
prefume, with a blaze of glory, *' def- 
** cended in a bodily (hape like a dove,'* 
fpeaking better things than that of 
Noah. In this form, emblematical of 
innocence and purity, it " lighted," 
fettled, and abode upon him, the Father 
thus confecrating him to his office, by 
** anointing him with the Holy Ghofl: 

N 2 " and 



SfecT.¥. ^* and with pmver %"' as lii^eiegai vaim^ 
fters were anointed wilii oiL And .(blit 
no doDibt nught remaint the appeasancc 
was fisirther explaincad by '* a tncBEoe itovx 
^* heaven^ faying^ ^< This i% mjr beloved 
''^ Son, m nrhom I am well pAoafed/* 
Such are die blcffiogs which^ in tSkAj 
do always attend the davine ^un'ameiists, 
when duly admiasi^firedt widi prayer* 
For dien the heaarens are ^opened, and- 
the Spirit is given, to ooaferm us to the 
image c^ a meek and hoiy fianoiir> and, 
dirough him, to make us acceptable in 
the%htof God. 

. • ASs X. 38. 
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?' SECTION VI. 

> Considerations on 'the teftimony torn by 

St. John, at different times j to the 
Mejiahfhtp of Jefus. 

• 

a fer«9sant of G^d, ikr^H|^ SectA^i. 
powtr of divni^ gtaist, liiriHh 
sude £xxie pcoficicncy m koliAis^s^ 4Aid 
fath tile wedd add tht fl^(h i>nA« hrs 
jfeei> it 3s WDt wia»»mi«n £b» kte dikd 
gnnd cnemj^ 'the 4evU» to fet "u^on 
loBBa^ aad prevail over him> by ptfffing 
Imoi up wiith a conceit of k^ own «x^ 
o^lcsiicy^ and & mndemg hfe very at>- 
taameMs an occafion otT hte falling. 
The imrt icdiich i Adfi t^eei^efs^ in r»ch 
a ct&i, is proportioftabte to the h^igkf 
fram whidbi lie iallSi as hell was ^ft 
prepared for lbs tempter hitn&lf^ be- 
c»}fe ite fell fi-om beaten. 
^ I T is not) therefoFe, the leaft coii«- 
4dctKms patt bf St. Jt^hn'i chara^r> 
that a fandtity fo extraordinary was not 
in him accompanied with any degree of 

pride. 
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Sect. VI. pride, a worm which often cankers 
the faireil fruits that grow in the gar- 
den of God. He heard his own praife 
echoed from every quarter, and " all 
***men," ftruck with admiration at what 
was about to happen, ^^ mufed in their 
** hearts concerning him, whether he ^ 

«*was the Chrift*/* Nay, the Sanhe- 
drim, that they might be refolved in fo 
important a point, fent a formal depu- 
tation of *^ priefts and Levites from Je- 
^* rufalem, to enquire of him. Who art 
*« thou ^/' As the Baptift was, at that 
time, in high repute among his coun- 
trymen, and as fecular deiigns are fbme- 
times covered with fpiritual pretences, 
it is not impoilible, but that they might 
hope to flatter him into an acknowledg-* 
ment of his being ** fome great one," 
and tofr'ame of him a Meifiah adapted 
to their purpofes. But John was neither 
ambitious of an honour which did not 
belong to him, nor afliamed of a Maf- 
ter, who was about to appear in the 
form of a fervant. ; He took no glory, to 
himfelf, but remitted it all where he 

• Luke Hi. 15. 

* John i. 19, &c. 
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knew it to be due. **He confeifed^ andSscT.vl. 
^* denied not; but ccnfefied, I am not 
«the Chrift. And they afked him, 
<« What then ? Art thou Elias/' that is, 
Et^ahiki^ 7'iJh6$t€,v^hotn they expected 
to . defcend from heaven ? '^ And he 
^^ifaith, I am not-^ Art thou o ^^cp^^iv,. 
*f i£e prophet/' meaning probably ♦^ Je- 
** remias , or one of the prophets ,*' 
vhom^ as it appears by Matt. xvi. 14. 
the Jews looked for to arife from the 
dead. .** And he'ahfwered. No/'- 
, To all thefe ewfuiries, m^ by the 
priefl;s and Levites deputed from the 
Sanhedrim, St. Jtiim returned ahfwers 
which were truey bit concife as poi^ 
4ble, that they might take no advan*^ 
tage of his words> being aware that 
they grew envious of his fame^ jealous 
for their own authority, and fearful of 
a M eiiiah^ who would not anfwer their 
hopes, by gratifying their avarke and 
ambition. ** Then faid they to him, 
** Who art. thou, that we may give an 
" anfwer to them that fent us ? What 
« fayeft thou of thy felf ? He faid, I am 
<* the voice of one crying in the wilder- 
*♦ nefs, Make ftraight the v^ay of the 

" Lord, 
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$v<nvVL ^ ]«oji4jt ^« 6id[ the . furopfaet STaien;'' 

^^^^<^^"i;}ws w« wfermifig tlwaoi pfakilf 

^imP^l^ tbdt fiifepinfidtecie&iwdreiMir 

t9 bit. ^cgmpBifla^ by? &e!mnnifisftBtibir 

QQfdifig; to^i) 4dMfie andibaptifi]r,.wa8i 
t^fd: Qf^ fV^AiBtMa fitrrack neoeffiuy; tcr 

. ** .Ttiy^y.' fdko wcM: fbifc wcw afi rikw 
^A^80^«r%r and oonfepimitlf / cpuidt 
not relilh)tidittg«:vrhiclt put. an end^tt>» 
^ll tHeirc&hfVnffftofr tBmpoial:doiainibn^ 
w4 oact^yr gowbui). uiciilofloingsi hm 
:ft«}d'<i^ tbsiRi. the* duties of«moitiflca^ 
tioshaud ti^dwiM^^ Thisi was: not Aitty^ 
fyApmi; aAd^tnsnji. ihi evecy ag^i fioce^^ 
haw bw»; oC d^ iame\ opihionv WW 
qftfidg} tQ'rAffid'HCtChrift^. unlefsf he? caime 
tfhthffn: wilb the: woridi ia\ bis; handle 
Siisdsngir, thsilflfarfiiL. tfaat^ ^io^». had noi 
HWMtjft'tnj b« i«ni]iied} upon^. the}^ had) tfh^ 
omti^ to Q^uor mfiAfuiWy. and bagain ten 
di4»^t^ Ittfir QmoxoSSLiqn\ to. bafidte i 
^HXi^y aibedihim. andriiidcDntotbam; 
^^\!^}thftptkeft thcwuthen^ ifithoi|tbe* 

'^^Qfiti tilurtt Qiiitft^. BOHR BUas^^ neitber 
'* tb^. pi»ph«ti? "* 

St. 



, ^U 3^«^'s reply |^w» hisr^iyn lM»-aBCT.v!v 

^tyv ^rwl, at tfe« i^t t«net l?w:i l?f- 
4ii«90fi)t 1)9- U*^, ciit»ity of Jef^w.; *« I in* 
<i 4ft?4- Hap^iaf^ yw Mrith w#t«r j" my 

defileth, throu^f^i^tH iP M«^^ an4 his 
Jwwi99ty4©<a:wei And^M^iSahisnot 

aJ^f §C |i9ty©*fl|fty-i«i%giJ|^J!wnt IQ be; 
.•« tlier^ ftiodelih'. Pl^ 4n»(mg yoii» whom 
.f^ yr falRW nto>t? hif^^pp^aF^liiw Qtlher 

flft; l»' <tetfe! Bfftt, «« yej, tHink ^rep«r 
JEfr Wag^igft hif : |HW^e|f 9iyl glqfjfr* but 
JtlflBe^p yoir ^}f ^4 blip 4d bf! for 

** Kei wh9r c9Bw«lg ftftflP lac* i? j^p?- 

>« ffifff^: li«for(f iffl?," ft$, J»itwh. ^9 tfee 
fMa«flf imAM »«-bffej!e'|Hfl,©pa|Mft df 
hJi ftlpvairt^ '^pe^^fd piwi^rthy' fp. p?|i- 

:f(imi<c^ U0^ fllflfe,Afeinitr.bi&^gei*ifeaj 

4y SSfe. J«A«| gJN> t9f;|hf,-Sftti««^1?^ the 

P worlcl. 
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Sect.vi. world, in the audience of the priefts, 
and LeviteS;^ and the people, ^^ at Betha^ 
^* bafa beyond Jordan, where he was 
*« baptizing/' ^ Intent upon humbling 
liimfelf, that his great Lord and Mafter 
might be exalted, he declared himfelf a 
meffenger only, ferit to prepare his ways ; 
and every thing in him, and about him^ 
fpoke the fame language » 

" Th e next day,'* an opportunity 
offered itfelf of pointing out the perfbn 
of Jefus to the people ; " John feeth 
** Jefus coming unto him," probably; to 
acknowledge him as his friend, relation^ 
and precurfbr ; ^^ and faith. Behold the 
** Lamb of God, which taketh away 
" the fin of the world:" Behold that 
blefled perfon prefigured in the law, and 
foretold by the prophets ; one that is 
all meeknefs and innocence, patience 
and r^gnation, without oflFence in his 
mouth, without guile or malice in his 
heart, without fpot or blemlfti in foul 
or body; the Lamb which Abraham 
told his fon Ifdac^ that God would in 
time provide I theLftnib^, by the fprink- 
ling of whofe blood^4i^ifc Ifraeliles are 

prefcrved from the ddlxoycr y the fe- 

> « /• 

crxncc 
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crifice oa which ^t laid the iniquities Sbct/vi. 
of us all ; the. Saviour who^ by expia- 
tiiyg^ taketh away the fin of the worlds 
and conJFerreth righteoufnefs on them 
that will believe in him, and accept it 
from; him, being conformed to his ex- 
aniple of meeknefs and lowlinefs. This, 
p. all ye that behold him, '^ this is he 
^^of whom I faid, after me cometh 
^\ a man which is preferred before me, 
*' for he was," he cxifted, ages " before 
** me," even from the beginning -, he is 
fairer than the children of men, full of 
grace and truth, of divine glory, and 
celeftial beauty. 

To guard againil any fufpicion of 
collufion^ between two perfbns, who, 
^ as relations, might be fuppofed to a£t in 
concert, and favour each other's pre- 
tenfions, St. Join adds, " And I knew 
^^ him not, but he that fent me to bap- 
*^ tize with water, the fame faid unto 
'' me. Upon whom thou fhalt fee the 
'* Spirit defcending and remaining on 

• See the impoffibility of any fuch collufion full/ 
demonftrated by the Reverend Mr. Bel/, in his cxaft 
and elaborate Enquiry inU the Divim Mijpons rf John 
tht Baftift and Jefus Cbrifi. 

O 2 ^^bim. 



;^£.cr.yi>' bkh^ the i&m6 4s 'kfe ^kAdii (ydpti^lit 

FftoM thk t^aflSigt ^fw fcim, tfhat thte 
vifiMe dtefcent x!)f ^ Spirit ^^ tfec l6gfe 
given to 8t. 3f<^i Wh^rieby 4ii5 x^ras to 
kitow the Mfcffiahi JSftfs wa& fetdught 
wp at Ntizafei^ ^ aftdS*. 3^A» was ^dUn 
cated in* the difaf ts 5 ^ftdl it. fccHoiis '^ 
have been fo tM'dewd by PlP€«*iehcfe> 
thitlto intetvifew h«d ^ffed4*tttWefeh 
^em, after they had arrived to J»eted W 
Iriaturiiy: Wlien ^\ji$, thewfere^Mfc^rtie 
to be b^pfeed, St. y&hnjiid tt6 fcntfw- 
*ege of feSs perfcfn* But^ |)r^afbly; «fa 
making the enquiries, ttftral ^t ^pt4!ft«, 
ftitx) his profeiSbn, Aamej *t*d ptedc of 
•abode, ai^d ififtding lifcewife, ibat bfe 
!had i«) jStes to <coirfifefe% as^ll-othet^bada, 
hfe faW i^afon fofficient to cohcludei %hat 
this vfrafs the *Chritt ^ wVich na*^ fee- 
' tificin- his apok>gy, ** t feave ft^ed *d be 
'* baptized of thee/' &c. And ^beft, 
*rbeh Jeifos -came tip out 'df the ^<^ter, 
^ tb4 Sj^irit defcefKlea, atod pirt the mzU 
ter beyond all doubt, *^ | faw, arnd bare 

• iSec Jinnatatiots at St, Joiifs Gpfpgl^ by the RcV. 
Mr. IWcrriiok, Part H. p, 5-0. and the Woi*k$ of Dr. 
Jacl^fon, by him r^fprrcd tOj, Vol, II, p.- 513.. 

' ?* record. 



J'reeofd^ tliat tkfe is the Soft of God.-SECT.VI. 

So little account did thefe t^o wondcr- 

^1 peribnages mskt of their relation 

^c&rding to the fle(h. From their in^ 

fftJiejr they had not converfed together 5 

%9id'Wh%ii ^eymet^ it <v^s ih |mbUc; 

.^1^ y^n tAighk bea» his t^i^iniOny s 

fmtk ^t^ Whid)/ hfe W:a8 eaft into ^^ 

ibb^ ttod fev9^ Jefufe nb more. -Afi hi^tktr, 

ftnorc impoHt^t, ^nd durable conneC- 

<ion> than any formed by oMifatiguini- 

ty, eAgagtsd his attention, a^ it IQvoutd 

•do that of all Chrift's difciple^, ^c<*d- 

ing to thofe :d@ip and divitie -ftrains of 

St. Pauli^ .•? 'the l0Ve of Chrift Con- 

-<^ <t#aineth u«, tfttaufe we th\is judge, 

1^ thit if Qfte-died for all> theft Mv€i-e all 

^< (tead; ^nd that he died < for all, that 

<• they which live (hould not henceforth 

-^< live unto themfelvesj, but unto him 

•^ whictij died for theta> and rofe again, 

^* Wherefore henceforth khOw Vve no 

♦» ittan after the Ae(h> yea^^ though We 

?« have kflown Chrift after the fleih, yet 

•?* ttoW henceforth know We him no 

f* mbre. Therefore if any iftan be m 

V CfeHft. he i« a ntW creature : old 

«« thinp 
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Sbct.vi.** things are paft away; behold, all 
* things ^re become new */* . 

The Baptift, having now lived to 
fee the Lord's Chjifl:, and ibew him to 
the worlds was ready» like old Simeon^ 
to depart in peace, and to make oyer 
his difciples to a better Mafter, who 
would never leave them, nor foriake 
them. ^* Again, the next day aftfsr, 
" John ftood, and two of his diiciples^ 
*^ and looking upon Jefus.a$ he walkp^^ 
« he faith. Behold the Lamb of Go4// 
Happy the Chriftian minifter,:wbo,' likfp 
St. John, lives only to .point out the 
Saviour to his people* And happy the 
people, who, like the two difciples, 
thereupon fpllow Jcfus, enquire where 
he dwelleth, enter in, and abide with 
him. 

To one of St. Johns difpofition it 
could not but be matter of concern to 
find envy and jealoufy ftirring in th^ 
hjreaflis of his difciples, on accQunt of 
the increafing fame of Jefus, as being 
likely to eclipfe that of their matter. 
For on occaiion of a difpute which had 
happened about purification by baptifm 

» 2 Cor. V, 14. 

(difputes 



t)f St. John /i^i^ Baptisi*^ in 

(difputcs being feldoiri managed fo asSEcr.Vl. 
not to produce ill-will ) ^* thdy came 
*^* unto John, and faid unto him, Rabbi, 
^< he that was witt thee beyond Jordan, 
^* to whom thbu* beareft witnefs, be- 
** hold, the fame baptizcth^ and all 
•^' men come unto him * ;" intimating, 
that John wasjn danger of lofing both 
his credit and his difciples, by means 
of otte, whom they took for a difciple, 
like themfelves, as he had been bapti- 
■^cd by the fame mafter. So ready arc 
men,^ at every turn, to form parties in 
religion, and to fet up their rcfpedtive 
teachers in oppofition to each other; 
the confequenees of which are, that 
the hearers wafte that time in wrang- 
ling about a 4uty, which fhould be 
fpent in pra^tiiing it ; and the teachers^, 
i-f they have not good hearts and fteady 
lieads, preach themfelves, inftcad of 
preaahing Jefus Chrift; " All men come 
** to him ! " Great hath been the power 
x>f this argument to kindle the iSames of 
emulation and dififention in the church ; 
^nd the difciples of John did not doubt 
but that the coniideration would excite 

' ' '» John nil 26, &c.. 

/• • in 
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Sbct.vl in hltn tho^ p«flwu$, whiplv they fek 

BVT fe?^ wft$ n&t frftiupd of iiMtisriak 
Habk to tak^ fife ftom ijyK^ a; fpi^k. 
On the coatrary* iperqfal of.tliQ^ir^ 
CQurfij wt^ich thi^ addirefs pfOQurecJ from 
him^ is qpoi^h 41J any ti»w tp ^tin^ 
guHb iti where it may have fallen. He 
ni^. \x^ of the incident, to bear bis 
laft and nsofl: noble teftimony to the 
pow^ ajwi: i»^e% cjf his 1.^4. 8® far 
was he frQoi heing^ Qfiwded, «• cbagri- 

nedi beeaiife all n\en reforted tQ Ji?f*?&, 
that he triumphed in it» aq bip glory and 
his joy^ as the very end for which he 
was fent into the world, to preach and 
to baptise. A$ if he had faid — 

Why are ye.jeaJoua, and why dP 
enviQtts^ Noughts ariie in your hetft# ? 
ho!^ not tQ tx»% or to Miy thing tb«t jis 
in (ne» but to Qod, who made nip wbfK 
I am, placed me in the ftatiom' and 
oajUied me to the office defigned for me ; 
*' a man caa receive^" or take t» l»inr 
iAiy 'f nothing, except; it be gi^eHihtfii 
<* from above." And }/thlotow^ ^ <tbfir 
ra;<9»r in which I ha¥e evw afled j "Ye 
«*yourfelves bft^r nse witnefs, that I 

" faid. 
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^ iatd, I am not the Chrift, but that I Sbct.vi. 
^* am fent before him/' as his meflenger 
and minifter^ not to aiTemble difciples 
in mine own name^ but to prepare men 
for. him> and dired: men. to him. If 
thorefore ye fet fo much by my autho- 
rity, why do ye not credit my teftimor 
iiy/ To Meiiiah» not to me, the church 
is to be gathered and united ; and '^ he 
^* that hath the bride is the bridegroom : 
"but the friend of the bridegroom,'* 
who hath been honoured with a fhare 
in bringing about fo happy an event, 
and who, when it is brought about, 
^f ftandeth and heareth him'' converfing 
with his ipoufe, cannot therefore be 
grieved and vexed ; he cannot envy the 
felicity of the bridegroom, or defire to 
take the bride from him ; but moft af- 
fiiredly coi^ratulates with him, and 
*« rejoiceth greatly becaufe of the bride- 
«f groom's voice," finding that he hath 
fo well fucceeded in the work in which 
he was employed. This. is my very cafe, 
when you come and tell me, that all 
men refort to . the perfbn, of whom I 
have fo often teftified, that he is the 
Chrift ; "this my joy therefore is ful- 

P '^fiUed," 



S^cT.vt/^ filled/*' J liave lio gi^ealer pkafiirs 
^'^"'^^''^thaa to heact that do&ipfes^ go fcoair tc» 
to iiinu As the fnonung: Aar» i aoJif 
ilume to proclaim the appcoach of the 
fiin. 'Now he is dieh^ I gQ. downs 
^ he tnoftincreaiey hut I tauft decreafeiT 
he will ihine more mid ■ more unto, the 
perfed day» while I (hall iet» and difr 
appear^ ;A»i ttalbn* good why^ it (hould 
beib. That whkh is preparatory^ muft 
gi«% place: to that which is perfe&brei 
a baptifm of water muft yield to a Xm^ 
tifm of fire ; ah human iiiiiruidor mutib 
cede to one liiat is divine«. ^-^ He flmt 
^^ is of the earth !s eardily, andfpeak^ 
^ edi of the earth, f'^ in fpite of hia hdl 
endeavours, he wiU favour of hifecri^ 
nal; and there will 6e an alloy of!dttft 
and: aihes in ail he faith ^ whereas ^ he 
^^: tiiat' Cometh from heaven/5 I mean 
the blefi^d perfon of whom ye 4w fi> 
jealous, *^ is above air* the^ chJMrent df 
Mam. When 4hi& fun ihineth in hik 
ftrengtb, every^ ftar ia dbfcufed^ and^ die 
world* will perceive the difference be* 
tween the difcourfes ^f the Maftenand 
thofe of the fervant, as readily>as itdit^ 
tinguiOieth the^ones of 4ie day from 

the 
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the pale hifbe in4 fat^t glirnmericig of SEcr.vi 
thofe ^orbs^ ^hldi ^ierve : in ibme : mea-f 
fore to d&Cp^th^d^tkads of the night. 
Ak:cordiiig/toti|& grace givea uato me^ 
i have deckred die kingdom of heaveil 
to be at hand; but when MefBisdx fpeaks 
of that kingdoni^ ke fpeaks from his 
awn knowkge J ^' what he hath leen 
M and heard/ that he tefHfieth ;'' and 
^eti though I haw faid |b inuch of him> 
andifo.many go to bear him, ** no man 
f^ rocdveth his teftimony»'' as he ought 
«o do. Think . not this a flight matter* 
lot no one can diibeliere. him^ without 
giving God the lie 1 '^ he that hath re^ 
if ceived his teititnony» hath fet to his 
^' feal, that Go4 U %mc," by allowing 
the credentials of hisSoUj^ and acknow^ 
^edging in him the accompiifhment of 
what was foretold by the law> by the 
prophets, ^ aiid by niyfelf. *^ For he," 
4he Meffiah, ff whon^ God hath f^nt, 
^^ fpeaketh. the words of Qod,'' and 
that in a different fenfe froqpt all others, 
who, from time to time^ have been 
endued with fuch a portion of the dl-^ 
vine inflaenog as was meet for them . j 
but f^God giveth not the Spirit by 
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Sect^l fi meafure unto him/' having decreed; 
that in him fhould all fulnefs dwell: 
^* For the Father loveth the Son/* not 
as he loveth any of his faithful fervants, 
but fo as that ** he hath put all things 
'* into his hand,'* difpenfing glory, ho- 
nour, and immortality to mankind » 
through him alone. Be no longer en-- 
vious and jealous, then, of his great- 
nefs, which is your falvation. If you 
would honour me, and at the fame time 
ferve your own eternal intereft, receive, 
ill few words, the fum and fubftance 

of this my laft teftimony " He 

^^ that believeth on the Son, hath ever- 
^^ lafting life : and he that believeth 
<^ not the Son, ihall not fee life ; but 
*^ the wrath of God abideth on him/* 
B y this part of St, John's charader 
and conduct, in how pleafing a manner 
are the minifters of Chrift inftruAed, 
that they are to bear teftimony to him, 
not to themfelves ; to feek his glory^ 
not their own ; that they fhould take 
pleafure in the fuccefs of their breth«* 
ren's labours, by which the caufe of 
their common Mafter is promoted ; that 

the 
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the rifing lights of the church fhould SectA^L 
do honour to thofe who have gone be- 
fore them, and the fetting ones rejoice 
to be outfhone by thofe who are coming 
after them ; that envy and jealoufy, in 
ihort, ought to have no place among 
the difciples of the Lamb of God> on 
whom deicended and abode the celeftial 
Dove. 
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SECTION Vtl, 

Confiderations m the imprifonment of 5/, 
John, the tnejfcige fent hy mm to 
Cbriji^ and tk^ anfwer returned tg 

I/. 






$^.vu. A PMIRABLEistheadvi^eofthe 
JlV fon of Sirach to every one who 
is about to ftand forth in the caufe of 
true religion. ** My fon, if thou come 

to ferve the Lord, prepare thy foul 

for temptation. Set thy heart arightji 
^^ and conflantly endure^i and make not 
^* hafte in time of trouble^ Whatlb^ 

ever is brought upon thee take cheer-? 

fully, and be patient when thou art 
** changed to a low eftate. For gold is 
^' tried in the fircj, and acceptable men 
^' in the furnace of adverfity *." Th6 
reformer will proceed but a little way 
in his work, whofe zeal is not backed 
with fortitude. The apprehenfion of 
danger, or even the frown of power^ 

* Ecclcf. ii. I. 

will 






^ «l«rr: Us ihottmcn^^ fee s^vjt 

^lioge jb;:» dtffetmt poi&t of view^ md 
tiicfi Mrilb esexy blaA d[ fiiihloti oir m.« 
tereft^ till he himfelf believes eioery 
Hubg^ and Ha hetttrs, ofTended and 
eonfoundedt beliei^e iu)diihg« 
. Not fo tte jBaptifti '^WhAtwentye 
?^ md^ifito die wi]di6md& to fee ?/ A reed 
^^ fbsilbefi with the wihd f/' No : d co«» 
hmm ^km and immoveable ^i <agiinft 
whith. wiodfl oughl! blow» ami waves 
be«t».\iirvaiar one who had itioed fatk 
jprififiipte^^ zni. coafidered welU before 
he eiiCeMd upon. adaoiL;. onewhobe^ 
g^nnQt to. bnildj tilLliMs had firAxrount'- 
edlbecQ^i but who^ when once he 
fiid bt^^. would' be face, to finifli» . * 
. A. FBASOK . unaoquainted wilk the 
IVQild^ and .the tetxqieis of it's chUd- 
ren> imglitt perhaps^ be furprtzed upon 
liearing^ that a ptx^pbet, like St. Jokff, 
mho fpent his time in. calling his feilow 
cneatures to.happinefs and falvation^ and 
who icovetfid. no. man's goldf or filv^r, 
or. appareU was caft into prifoii« But, 
as the wife man obferveth, «' The thing 
^^ which hath been is that which flxall 

• Matt. zi. 7. . 

"be. 
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ikA.va.^'be9 and there is nothing new under 
«« the fun \" jU>ab^ at the inftigation 
oi y£zebeh again tfairfts after the blood 
of idijab. 

H£ROD» the tetrarch of 6^iS?^» had 
put away his own wife^ the daughter 
of Aretast and had married Herodias^ 
the .wife of his brother Philips whorn^ 
contrary to the laws of hofpitality as 
well as religion, he had feduced, while 
a gueft in her huihand's houfe ^. The 
ianddty and integrity of the Baptift had 
begotten^ even in Herod^ a great vene- 
ration and reverence for his chara£i»r« 
'^ Herod feared John, knowing that he 
f ^ was a juft man^ and an holy, and ob-^ 
** ferved himy and when he heard him^ 
^' he did many things, and heard him 
'* gladly V But the matter of .Jfem&w 
was a. tender point, on which the te- 
trarch,was not difpofed to hear thelaw^ 
becauie he was not 'difpofed to doit; 
He was determined to perfevere in what 
was wrong, and his monitor to periifl 
in telling him of it, without referve. 

» Ecclcf. i, 9. , 

> See Jofepbus -- Autiq. Lib. xviii. Cap. 6. 
* Mark vi. to* 

«« John 



of St. JojHN the BAPTISiTj t2t 

^« Jdhii fAi tiiitoWm, ft is not IftwM Scft.vif. 
^* for th^e t© have Ay bFother's wife/' 
yohriy wfeo had overcome the worlds 
could iBGt, either %y promifes or threat- 
Dings, ht iad4K:ed to recede from his 
deity, through hope of temporal ^ood, 
or feaf ^temporal evil. He was there- 
&« ibpH convinced, 1^ being carried 
4o priioH, ^at H^rod had no farther 
oecaflSoB 4br his fcrvice. And who doth 
not .rather wifli to have been imprifoncd 
^¥kh l>ira, l^n to have glittered in all 
the^glories of the -tfekrone of Herod f 
Happy Jfihn^ fequeftered .once more 
frota a troeblefome -world, to converfe 
with God, and to meditate on 'that 
ildeffed plaqe, and that iilefled company, 
to wfekh he was now haftening ! 

In this^tuation we^nd the thoughts 
<rf' the Saptift employed not upon his 
own (uKe^ngs, 'but upon the interefts 
of his great Mafter, the fame of whofe 
*tt(irac}es 4>ad reached the prifbn, and 
ibunded in his earfrs. " *When John haji 
^^ hesird in prifon the works of jfefug, 
<^he fent two of his difeiples*— " 
'Thus the afflidions and tTibuflatioi)S 

* Matt. xi. 2, &c, 

Q^ which 
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s 

Sca.vn. which a Chrifti^ muft endure for a 
little feafon, in the worlds fhould ferve 
only to quicken his defires after his Re- 
deemer, of whofe works, wrought in 
mercy for the children of men, he will 
often hear ; and the contemplation of 
them (hould afford him continual de- 
light in the time of his captivity, until 
the day of his enlargement (hall come. 
With Paul and Silas let him declare the 
glad tidings of falvation, and iing the 
praifes of God in the prifon-houfe. Let 
him enquire diligently, and take every 
opportunity of hearing more particulars 
concerning his Saviour, as alfo of pla- 
cing others in the way of information. 
So will he copy the example of him, 
who, .** when he heard in prifon the 
** works of Jefus, fent two of his dif- 
" ciplcs,*' that they might be more 
fully inflrudied, as to his perfon and 
mifiipn. 

For that this muft have been St. 
.yohns intention in fending them, is 
plain from the queftion which they were 
enjcaned to afk; '* Art thou he that 
'^ fhould come, or do we look for an- 
*^ other ?*' The Baptfft could not pro- 

pofe 
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poTe this queftio]i:fer his own informa- Sea.vii. 
tiooy bat. evidendy. for that of his dif- 
cipiesy whofe prc^iiidtdes, iii favour of 
bkaifc^i their firft mafter, hefoand.it 
ib .difficult ta coaquer* What ht had 
hitherto faid having; proved infufficieht 
fisr tfaat|>iir{K>fe^ he now^ in con^paffion 
:ko /their ' m&rmhyir ; condefcendeth to 
have their fcruplesqprojpoanded in his 
;o«^n. ' native ; affording .us thereby a 
rvery' tiieful hint> that in order to in* 
ftrud others, we ihouid abafe ourfelves, 
. and know how to become weak with 
thofe who are fo. For it often hap- 
pens, that men need information upon 
fome important point; who either thro' 
pride or bafhfulnefs will not aik it, or 
through pa£ion and prejudice will not 
receive it at our hands. In this cafe, 
the good, which we cannot do dir^dtly, 
we muft contrive, if we can, to do in- 
direftly, by propofing thofe queftions 
ourfelves, which we know that others 
in company want to hear anfwered, but 
cannot bring themfelves to aik. This 
method of edifying the weak^ without 
expofing their infirmities, will produce 
in them that love and confidence to- 

0^2 wards 
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.%ft.yn. words a6> whicH 'i^ <^6tir t>wil falieSi 

^^^^^""^^A wjffli thdin to Bavfc. Wktrdai atOOi*- 

tvary umtdudi:/ by prarpking and itt^- 

tiating tliMir . affeAidte framJ u^ Jnt^ 

imi it but of our poww rtfet tir^ tit df 

Ths fame €karitflSiIs.jdaavidclirtkd 
cm By our Lt>rd» whd/ in fcisr/ailfwef, 
thfiirudiis the dftfdples> \nf fiettling to 
inftrud their mafteiri ^^ Go (faiths iir) 
*' and /^/ J(9A)t what y^ hsiTd fteA'imd 
«^ hcArd;" And this may fuggeft it rctt- 
' fofiy vi^hy Ghriftians< in general . ihbald 
<!onVerfe more ut>on IreKgioos iub^^ 
than they arc t^rorit to do> both aikiiig 
queftioils^ like Sti Jtsbn, and returning 
anfwers/ like Chrift^ £6r the benefit and 
improvement of the by^ftanders^ who 
may netd information^ throtigh the per-* 
fon to whom one immediately dbddrefieth 
onefelf, fhould not. And matly a man 
hath been the better, all his liie i^er, 
for a feafonabie word fpokea in tom- 
mon converfatidn> which is often more 
regarded and attended to, than a formal 
difcourfe from the pulpit. 



BurAckSft evt«kai3]r • aad iaconteftabfy 

fiidh ; , micaclesb <^ tberealti^ df which 

^. outvTird fonfes^ the ^ijrca ;^d the 

jsafj, are compQttot judset ;> mirddes 

.wtx>iight publicfcl^ in the , face! of the 

worlds in the .prefence of, eiMaoues as^ 

well as friends ^ astd that) imH lOinceV t>r 

twice, but jrdpiafKdlyf godrthilfotimr 

^raQlel. expreSi^ipt^di&iod^ jriindteds of 

years bdbrehand* ^udi lyerA |he pc^fe 

offered by Chrift to the diicipkavof 

Js/in. If or '« in that fame, hour,'- whib 

iA^y were prefeilt> and before their cjres, 

,^^ he cured many of their iAiirnuties and 

: ** plagues, and of evil fpirits, aild tuito 

/^ many that were blind he gave fight. 

<< Then faid he unto them^ Go your 

^* Way^ and tell John what things yc 

. *^ have feen ind heard i how that the 

<^ blind fee, the lame walk, the lepers 

<< are cleanfed, the deaf hoar^ the dead 

<' are raifed, to the poor the go^l is 

^< preached. And blefied is he whoib- 

^^ ever fhall not be offentied in me/' As 

if he had &id^ I bear not witnefs of 

myfelf ; my miracles bear witnefs of me. 

Only 
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•vn- Ohly tell yobn what you have heard and 
(eeiH and he will teach you how to 
draw the proper inference/ If (nab ^ as 
hit welt %howeth i did foretell » • that 
when'MtfSkh came, he would peff(^m 
fodi md fttjch nnfightyi' works. You 
youittfelvea are eye ^iid dar witnel&s* of 
the jwodcs done b^ me. - Lay i the pre- 
mifes fairly together, and you - cannot 
he tb^ftek for the coticluiion. - • 
Jo^RK had engaged his reputatiofp as 
a prophet, that Jefus of Nazareth, 
whom he baptized in Jirdan^ -wotXA 
anfwer/the chara£fcer of Mefliah^ and 
do the works predided of him ; as ap- 
pears from John X. 39. where we read, 
•that Jefus, having efcaped from the 
Jews, " went again beyond Jcxrdan, 
•* unto the place where John at firft 
baptized I and there he abode. And 
many rcforted unto him, and faid, 
John did no miracle : but all things 
that John fpake of this n»n were 
** true. And many believed on him 
•^ there." Malice itfelf cannot find rea- 
fon to fufpe<ft a collufion, when pro- 
phecies and miracles thus unite thdr 

tefti- 
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teftimony/and proclaim Jefas to be the Sca.vir. 
Mefiiah. 

At his word, *^ the eyes of the blind 
*^ were opened, and the ears of the deaf 
^^ unftopped ; the lame man leaped as 
^* an hart, and the tongue of the dumb 
"did fing*;" the leprofy, that foul, 
contagious, and obftinate difeafe, for 
which fo many ceremonies of purifica^ 
tion were appointed by the law, was 
healed at once ; and the dead in their 
graves, hearing the voice of the fon of 
man, came forth* Every malady and 
infirmity, to which the children of 
Adam were fubje£t, vanifhed at his pre- 
fence, and confeiTed the almighty deli- 
verer of his people. Thisj therefore, 
is ^* He that fhould come," nor let us 
think of ** looking for another," to 
open the eyes of the underftanding, and 
let in the light of heavenly knowlege 
upon ignorant and benighted minds; 
to remove all obftruAions, formed by 
intereft, prejudice, or pailion, and give 
us the*hearing ear ; to reftore and invi- 
gorate the will; and affedions, that we 
may make large advances in the courfe 

* Ifai. xxzv. 5, 6^ 

of 
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of God's commandments i to Icis^ ibc 
tongufis vhkii |;iiilt ^bach tiod^ find 
itti0^ lJb^i» t0%9Misifif priHcaod Aaiikf- 
^Ting s t^ deanfe 115^ b j bis Mbod^ 
{ttnn all iifi» tkat kpraij idych ejodia^ 
^dedi £rQm tiac pongrpgation of ^rseh 
tbe camp ^f ih^ &ints, 4md jtiie bdbved 
-city i <io caiife our fouls ftssm death, to 
tiie, and our bodies from (bift ito gkoy^ 
<^ We ^me foiauid ham Qf whom Moiw 
^ 10 thi: . IftiKr, aiod ihr {ux>f)ihets idi^ 
/<< wri£e «-'-n Rabbit tboa jart dbe Spn lof 
'^^ G!Qd« fjRfi)u art due Kingtof {fcaeP.4f' 
Tux. R E IS {Qoe '^paobaular in d)k aBr 
£wef of Cbrift, ^wlucb xemaioetb tyoet 
,iiftsiatitQed ; ^!^ Tbcpoor ba?£:the go^^ 
^ pfeacfaed vuito them." Our Lord here 
i^krxe^ >t0 tbe oelebrated paiTage in 
J^(^ iHt^bicb^ in itihe -^nagoguc ^of 
N^zaretby he bad oaopouaded^ and dcr- 
iOlamd'tQ be iidfilled in bimiCdf. . ^* 3nbe 
^ Spitit.of the iLord God isiupoa me,, 
-^^ becauf^ beibath anointed me tppreacb 
<^ good itidings," . or *bc iGofp^C ^* to 
^ 'thsim(stk#" ;or poor ; ^^ be batb ituff, 
^< metoiprQclairaiibectyto tbexaptiveft» 

* John I. 45, 49. 

^^ to 
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rr^^u^ to comfort a^ that inouTiii lo give Sea.VH. 
<'thfem beauty for^iiflies, the oil of joy 
" foi- ttiburnihg %" 65c. The itifeaaing 
of all tibe figurative expreifionis here 
tifed hj^ tht prophet^ is this ; that Mef- 
fiah Ihould^ at his appearance^ confer 
uposr £}di as were difpofed to rediive 
|}hefti> the rm> great ev^gclical blet 
ilngs^ viz. retnifiion of fins, and a par*- 
ticipation of the Spirit of joy and glad- 
Hrefs*, with which God had ^' anointed 
^ hirti abovi his fellows." The inau- 
gnraiiofi of Jefus to all the offices of the 
Me^div by this divine un£tion, JoAa 
haid beheld,' when, after his baptifm, 
he faw die Holy GhcA defcending upon 
hiiti, ahd thereby knew him to be that 
«• Rod/' or "Branch of Jeflc," on whom 
^=5^^ had elfewhene foretold, that " the 
^ Spirit of ' the Lo^d fhould reft \'* 
Nothing therefore could be more appo<^ 
fite, than this part of Chrifl's arifwer, 
Th^ poor have the Gofpel preached 
xxtiw them /' the fuii import of which, 
confidiired as referring to the ixi^ chap- 
ter of Ifaiah, and addreffed to St. y^hn, 

* Ifai. Ixi. I. 

* Ibid. xl. 1,2. 
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Sca.vii. is as foUoweth — Go ihew John again, 
that the Spirit of the Lord, the Spirit 
of wifdom and underftanding, the Spirit 
of might and counfel, which yhiah 
foretold fhould reft upon the Rod and 
Branch of Jeffe, and which John faw 
defcending and abiding upon me, in the 
likenefs of a dove, at my baptifin, is 
not departed from me. The.undioji of 
the Spirit was not given me for mine 
own ufe ; nor is it fpent, or confumed,. 
although it hath powerfully difiufed it- 
felf to all about me. By it the poor are 
made rich, being inftated in the king- 
dom of grace and of the goipel, and 
anointed heirs unto the kingdom of 
glory. By it every contrite heart is 
healed ; fuch as were (hut up are fet at 
libefrtyj fuch as were bound are loofed; 
and by it the yoke of the oppreflbr is 
broken *. 

We muft not omit to mention the 
end for which, according to the pro- 
phet, all thefe changes were wrought 
in the converts to the Gofpel ; " That 
« they might be called Trees of Right- 
" eoufnefs, the planting of the Lord, 

• See the Works of Dr Jackfon, Vol.ii. p. 542. 

« that 
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" that he might be glorified." . The SeftVU. 
'* Rod," the " Branch of Jeffe," the 
** Righteous Branch of David," were 
the known titles of the IVIeffiah, or Son 
of David ; and it was his glory, while 
he lived upon earth, tc^ make others, 
like hirafelf, '' Trees," or '' Plants of 
*f Rightcoufnefs." Thiis expreffion, as 
it ftandeth here joined with others 
plainly defcriptive of evangelical bene- 
fits and comforts, unfoldeth to us the 
true nature of thofe wonders which 
Ifaiah foretold fhould be wrought in the 
wildernefs, and which he hath repre- 
fented under fo rich a variety of poeti- 
cal imagery ; fuch as, ftreams of water 
breaking forth in the defarts, caufing 
them to blofibm as the rofe ; myrtles 
coming up, inftead of briars ; cedars, 
firs, and olive trees, inftead of thorns, 
&c. The purport of thefe figurative 
predictions appears, by the pafiage be- 
fore us, to be this ; that the dry and 
barren places of Judea^ where John 
baptized, and preached repentance, 
ihould, in the days of the Meffiah, be- 
come a fruitful nurfery of a new kind 
of plants, prepared for the ccleftial pa- 

R 2 radife. 
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Sta.vii. radife. ' Tkefe were mca of humble^ 
pcaceai^le^ contdite hearts ; fi^ch to po« 
verty and difeaife had rendered ^&}!0^ 
who caoae to be healed by Chnft^ and 
the confideration of our fins and infir** 
mities fhould render us all. To fuch ia 
the gofpel of the kingdom preached^ 
and they with joy receive it. ^^ fileiTed 
^ are the poor in fpirit ; for theirs k 
^< the kingdom of heave|i. Bfefled are 
*^ the meek ; for they fhall inharit the 
^< earth. Blefied are they that mourn ; 
^^ lor they fhall he comforted/' 

To theie beatitudes let us add one 
more, with which our Lord concludeth 
his anfwer to the queilion aiked by 
yobfi% difciples. ^ fileiTed is ho wholb- 
^* ever is not offended in me." In other 
words — .— And now, UeBibd, tfarico 
blefied are all they> who fhall kx zov&r- 
der the wondoful works done by me, 
as not to be offended at my poor and 
lowly appearance, during the time of 
my humiliation and fuffering here on 
earth \ or at the feetning harfhneis of 
my falutary dodrines to flefh and blood. 
For I well know, that many, though 
they have beheld me giving fight to the 

blind. 
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blind, and vigour to the impotent, Sea.viL 
cleaniing lepers, making the deaf to 
hear, and raifing.the dead to life again; 
yet, becaiife the truths, which I deliver, 
ve contrary to their interefts,. their 
pleafures, their pride, their prejudices, 
which they are determined not to quit, 
even for the kingdom of heaven; many, 
I ^^yi Y^ill reje^ what they cannot but 
acknowledge tq he the counfel of God, 
Aiui put away the word of falvatioa from 
them. Let a man only fupprefs his in«- 
Qr4inate deiires of thjiogs temporal, and 
he will be di^ofed tQ hear what I ihall 
':teU hitn of things eternal* Let him 
^eafe to love the world, and he will 
ceafe to have any objediion to the Gof- 
pel. Let but his heart be open to con*^ 
vi^ion^ a|id when the evidence hath 
b^n once fairly laid before him, he 
will never again alk the queftion, ** Art 
«* thou he that ftiould come, or do we 
." look for another ? " 



SEC- 



134 Con^derathns on the Life and Death 



SECTION VIII. 

Confiderations on the circumftances of 
St. JohnV Death. 

I 

Scft.^^ A X 7 ^ ^^^ ^^^ accompanied St. 
V V John through the feveral ftages 
of his life. We have rejoiced with his 
parents and kinsfolk at his birth, and 
fpent fome time in contemplation with 
him in the defarts ; we have flood by 
him, as a preacher and a baptift, at the 
river Jordariy and have been made ac- 
quainted with the repeated teftimonies 
bom by him, at different times, to the 
Mefliahfliip of Jefus; we have heard 
him, like another Elijah^ reproving an- 
other Ahabj and have vifited him in 
priibn, where the glory of his great 
Matter, and the falvation of thofe com- 
mitted to his care, flill continued to be 
the objedts of his attention. It remains 
only, that we behold him paying that 
debt to nature, from which the greateft 
of them that are born of women are 

not 
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not exempted. And here our acquaint- se6tvnL 
tnce with him muft end, till we meet 
him in the kingdom of God. Thus do 
Scenes of real life pais fwiftly away, 
and, when looked back upon, appear 
like thoie which are defcribed within 
the compais of a fmall volume like this. 
In the courfe of a few years, the child, 
at whofe birth we made merry, is be- 
come a man ; he iickens, and dies, and 
we mourn at his funeral. Some gleams 
of fuccefs and profperity, perhaps, 
brighten ^d adorn certain parts of his 
life, as the fun gilds the edges of a dark 
cloud> or imprints upon it the ftill more 
beautiful colours of the rainbow. But 
while we gaze, the fun fets, the colours 
fade, the bow vaniflies, and <^ the place 
*^ thereof knoweth it no more." • 

Of prophets, as well as of kings, it 
may be obferved, that there is generally 
but a fhort interval between their im- 
prifonment and their death ; the enmity 
which occafioned one, feldom leaving 
them^ till it have accomplifhed the other. 
And '^ more bitter even than death it- 
*^ felf is the woman whofe heart is 

" fnares 
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s«a.viu» ^* fnares and nets, and iier h&nds iMoids '/' 
Herod had thrown Join into prifen t , 
but thi^ would not fatisfy Mavdius^ 
Even there ihe heard him ftill preach*^ 
ing upon the old text^ and reproaching 
her with her crimes. " She had a qvtar-* 
" rcl againft him ; nii%i9 matd^^ Jbi fi^^ 
f< tetted uponiimy and would have kill« 
^^ ed him, but/' for fbme time, (he 
** could not^" For though Hind had 
not religion enough to produce in him 
the fear of <jiod, he had policy enough 
to produce the fear of the Jews^ among 
wfaK)m John's reputatbn, ai a pfopbet> 
ran very high^ HersdiaSf however, in 
her heart, had determined to effbdt her 
purpofe by procuring, fopncr or latere 
the execution of him whom ibe fal&ly 
deemed her enemy^ As if &si couid not 
be committed with impunity^ while 
yoim was living to hear of it| as if hia 
blood would not cry louder than hii 
voice had done ^ or the head of the 
prophet could enter the palace, witfaotit 
reproving the adultery of the tecrarclu 
But an imperious lafl, in the height of 

• Eccleit vii. 26. 

* MtrkVi* 19, &c, 

• Its 
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dk^ dbiwcal^jtrcitf JSJirould be iblo^im 
iiip;tdiik^e;vviayjfotf#;! -•'' '";' .'•'-'"•■ 
sif(SilN'>bangi'onciet(rei!foltted 'oii 'ik the 
iltaoi) iaojypoptufldt^'icd'toimtljjttingfit is 
i({ldaialiakig"^itnijnig'f and' the MSi^d 'is 
lufiDnii3te)wad]fa;^ tb oinbrade'tbe very 

SaaSt )tlfti) iOfl^i- -' "< WheO & convenient 
«« day was come, that Bewfi's bif tH fday 
fMiiibuldl bb>k)^pt;ihtf/inade & ^grdat'fbp- 
,^fov]ieC!'< tb'hts <loinl^,:high'cafft^in§, and 
^i diibf cflftates "of- >Gal»teei" It is eer- 
itamly/no'ifin'in 'di prince' to' ke6^ bts 
QwthtUiap; iof' tk^ «inake 'a great' ^a'|>]f^eft 
m^a^ h. ' Bat i h«Mit «hdch it behttv6^' 'a 
-«aiii«at fudhfttra^&i^tfi r^'^cihg;- >t^ > bb 
.npoailits gusird',>)eftPuili'\K^ai«&hb<bi3 in- 
.dikocdltdifacrifikieiti-atih > iMlcl idonfcience 
(tbtoirtband gaiety^'therkueiaricholy ca- 
vaftrb{Jliei'bfi>dfis^<biM<quot Mdy terve to 
• ifflfew -US' j" fince'^ididiii:' Hdrbi) noi' ah'y 
i«f. biffgdifts! int%</ie}i, wf)<en'db'ey fkte 
dowm^ 'itfble 'onr &» f&td evettiiijg:, 
(iiovrtihofvibiy tlyeir ^gi^^t fapp&f^ >)«^3fild 
ficbiidude. - BuiJ'ib>. jtcksip^ehed/ "Uidt, 
\\A6utii tHt (ikigUt yfott' out;' d' deed* was 
-don^-mdndl diiplayed! to all fucx^eedk^ 
'o/!i'>L S gene- 
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Herfidmi i/rithr tke i;^SdCnc6 ahdmcke^ 

time, that the gpneateftof/prdphettisqul 
thf J^ft of mtn acct tiDt: imtfe fedure 
it9tQ^ vipkneci thaft^from natoial doadb^ 
but irajth^ (npM qjxpfiifed ta it tkuoulhe 
reft- of jT»n]mAf. i£ with £i(kfiit)r'.«iid 
foftitiii4ie they execute .the tntft' ctint- 
mitted tto tdbem. v « ^^ 

: ]H[« R o D I Ais» by heriawfiil huAaad 

[Fhilip% hgd a da^ghtfir-nanked^iSbi^^s 
whp f^^oittlefci^jidj^d Jo igracc dbee 'feflfarity 

bjf dandngr he&irvsj thehCOiiilpafliyi(IiiiLA 
QKMiner whiQh : ^^^pka&d Hraid/bahil 
<« them that fat ^ with hmkl' .A/pioiis 
prelate of our chureh^ in/hid lODQtiflte- 
.pliations ' on this occurrences dbfito^, 
that *^ danciQg, Jnj itfel^' as it)ii)Kfitt 
<^ regular, harmi&ipii^g^czefuliin^^ 
/^ of. the body, rOMiitts^bkunlasi^jJki/ 
^< piore than i;ralklEig^iocTiiflning/7/'VRe 
may addi that jt hath. im.alL^geoi aiod 
nations l^n onfe way> cind thatia/ob- 
tural' one, of eisspreflin^ aAt'unodtnmch 
degre^of joy and g]la(biefs ; .otauivhcch 
accdiiOl)!^ WftSc^doptedlintx) the mii&hir 
of religious, eedsaraiiitfib fhrmerljp :ob« 

I ' ^ joined 



j<nsBe4 ^- ^ cih&bted hy. (he people of Sea.yni. 
firod. : Bmt,^ ftjRDiifig Isu^ to appear, 
•s^.diaca'. tiefiweiirrW^ndhis " lords, 
'lb high Cdptaiai^: and chief eAates of 
!< <)halUm/' probably,, when they wetc 
well vv^rasned with wine, became only 
fhejdaqghter of.za Uerodias, educated 
by htr own mother. . 

_ :Herod, quite overcome and thrown 
off his guard by Saiome*s, performance, 
makes her afooljiih promife; and, as if 
iksLt was not enough, confirms it with 
a ra(b oath ; ^ Whatfoever thou fhalt 
f^ aft: of. me, I will give it thee, to 
f* the half of my kingdom." A very 
handfome recompence,one would think^ 
for a dance ! But it will appear pre-r 
flatly, that the king had not offered 
enough. Half his kingdom would not 
4o. Something was required more va- 
luable than the whole of it, had it ex- 
tended from Judea, quite round the 
globe. Nothing would fatisfy, but his 
honour, his confcience, his foul ; the 
price which fin never fails to afk ! The 
glorious golden opportunity of revenge 
wai not to be loft* Herodias is confulced 

.82 by 
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Sbif^.viii. by Her' daughtet^> fand'M' tlini Mt/'iftti^ 
der^ delioate SalamrJKmtJti^,i aft atbiiift 
forblood^-"'* f< Give me ih. iz^chsufgu 
V the hcadi of iJ6hn the < Bfi(ptift V ^ • of 
a prophet $ df / a |i6r(bn ; whorix * diott 
knoweft to be innocent^ hxAyi lup^ 
rigbt^ Make me tius<facrifi(l:.e>'iaiid'!I 
am content. With. fubh'eageriie£8 land 
fagacity 'does >^ the adaiterei3= htini ifor 
f* the precious life 1 " ! i i' i' » 

Bad: SLS, Herod f}/vd$f the petition of 
Salifwe at frdft ihocked faim.: ^ The kiajg 
** was ibrry." . He thought of y^hn'u 
character, the/atrdciouihei^'of the mjar-^ 
defi dnd the opiniba whloh the world 
would e!titertain of the onurdereri ' But 
the, tide, which had ebbed, foon* flowed 
iagain,^ and obliterated, in a itionieiit^ 
what had been written • on * the^ . iandy 
during it's? reoefs. The love of H&odiai^ 
the addrefs cf iSl^/(7;W(?; the feftivity of th6 
feafon, and the prefence of the ^^4ia«ds 
^* and high cajitainsi". who had ^Beia 
witncffes of the promiie^ and might 
poffibly approve the^propofals- iall thef^ 
circumftanccB on thp,fide of the temf)- 
.tation prevailed. . Andipferhiap^, M^^d, 
|ipon recoUeftion, teight think that the 

fuppofed 
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i^ipofedt obligatitMi iof hid otffflfWtuMstftvnK 
^ordhitti a bbttck^ exiculb'tliaii he iboD^^ 
ever be^«;iiaft6r>6f again^ foirirbmplj^gt 
^lodii the importunky' of HmfSiiis^ ^ anci. 
tttking:oiF a^ monicofr/^odftle^mfe td ihetw 
bdith. ^^"i For 'his imth'si'f«kb^>^sbd^ifbr 
^^irt^eirifakes iviHidi J&t «eitb hlm^lJaiei 
^ wbuld-tiot^rejedriier/' Thiisi if fianjpi 
extraof flibary wkk^aefs^ i& to bi^ ' ts^anf^ 
aftbd, religioii> muft be laoadd o cover 
ioti in. ' /As i£ wrong became Hgbir^ when 
ided ill the nameof'God'S and itr^were 
ttiore>acceptable In his ilight^ tamiflgore 
aiprbpbet} than to repierit of a t^afh oatU 
made to afooliih girl^^at a drunken e^H 
tertainment. . . . . : 

i ' Th e Baptift's fate being thus de-^ 
termined^ << immediately the king fent 
^^an executioner^ and commanded has 
'/head to be brought : and he went 
^* and ^bebeiaded him in the prifoh/'^ 
This deed of darkheis muft have hieti 
done in the feafoi^ proper foi* it, th^ 
middle of the: nighty and 8t^ Jokfi WiaA^ 
prooably awakened, tto receive his^fen^ 
tence,. out of diiat rfleep^ which truth 
and innocence i '^an fecure toitheir^pof* 
feflbr, in any ^dati(»a; -T^h^ generality 

of 



iy^Xwn^m'xvK tiBe of their 0MO)r Wi^j 
giifird^ bieiirs. But to fitv J^iir iMc hMr' 

w^ch'^od htd..giyeia hidPi io do. . lite: 
bid Ji»trf ttw faith* ajodf^refisrvckl tifion^ I 

^kniif }/md of df&Qce. He had dofie^ 
hirdmtjr^ ond wailed datl^aod hourl^^ 
w^ magr be ftare^ for hia depaitisce^ ifo 
wu Aqw; therefore* caBed off ftom hta 
fittion with honour* to quit the^wdl 
fought field for the pahice of the Greal^ 
King ; to cefrefh himfelf* a£ber the duft«; 
and toil* and heat of the day* by bath« 
ing in the fountain of life and immor-^ I 

tality I to exchange his bloodrftuBed \ 

armour for a robe of glory* and to havo 
his teinporary labours rewarded • with 
eternal reft i to fit down widi Abraham^ 
i'od; Ifmc^ and '^acobf in the kingdom 
oCGod ; and* as the Friend of the Bride«- 
grbonj, to enter into the joy:. of his 
Lordt From the darknefs and coiifirie<t 
ment of a prifon he paifisd to the liberty 
and light of heaven ; and while oialke 
was gratified with a fight of. his head* 
tnd his body was carried hy a:.fe w. friends 

in 



-\ 



^ St,]oKV the Baptist. 143 

in filencc to the gave, his immortd Sea^vm 
fpirit repaired to a court, where no 
Herod defires to have his brother's wife ; 
where no Herodias thirfts after the blood 
of a prophet ; where he who hath la- 
boured, with fincerity and diligence, in 
the work of reformation, is fure to be 
well received ^ where holinefs, zeal , 
and conftancy "are crowned and rfe- 
*« ceive palms from the Son of God, 
*« whom they confeffed in the world *.'* . 

So Jinks the day-Jiar in the ocean hed^ 
And yet anon uprears bis drooping bead^ 
And tricks bis beams ^ and witb newfpangled ore 
Flames in tbe forebead of tbe morning Jky^^ 
He bears the unexprejftve nuptial fong 
In tbe bleft kingdoms meek of joy aiid love. 
Tbere entertain bim all tbe faints above^ 
In folemn troops^ and fweet focietiesj 
Tbat Jngj and finging in tbeir glory move^ 
And wipe tbe tears for ever from bis eyes. 

Milton* 

• 2 Efdr. ii. 45—47. 



THE END. 
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